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BY-LAWS

Article I. Title
The As so ci a tion shall be known as the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion.

Article II. Aims and Objectives
Sec tion 1. To pre serve and fos ter the spirit of fel low ship among for mer and pos si ble fu ture mem bers of the
196th Light In fan try Bri gade, U.S. Army, and pro vide an or ga ni za tion through which they may unite in bonds
of com rade ship.

Sec tion 2. To com mem o rate the mem ory of sol diers who gave their lives in the ser vice of their coun try.

Sec tion 3. To sup port a na tional mil i tary that will pro mote sta bil ity and peace through out the world.

Sec tion 4. To fos ter pub lic un der stand ing and sup port of the United States Army.

Sec tion 5. To pro mote and per pet u ate those Army and unit tra di tions that con trib ute to es prit de corps and su pe -
rior per for mance of duty.

Article III. Membership
Sec tion 1. Mem ber ship in the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion shall be open to any sol dier, ac tive, re -
tired or hon or ably dis charged Vet eran, who served or was at tached to the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade dur ing
its ac tive ser vice.

Sec tion 2. Terms of Mem ber ship. Mem ber ship in the As so ci a tion shall re main in force so long as the mem ber
main tains cur rent sta tus by pay ment of pre scribed dues.

Article IV. Officers
Sec tion 1. Enu mer a tion. The Of fi cers of the As so ci a tion shall be a Pres i dent who shall be the Chief Ex ec u tive
Of fi cer, a Vice Pres i dent, a Sec re tary and a Trea surer.

Sec tion 2. Duties. The Of fi cers of the As so ci a tion shall ad min is ter the af fairs of the As so ci a tion in ac cor dance
with the By-Laws.

Sec tion 3. Terms and Elec tion. The Pres i dent and the Vice Pres i dent shall be elected by the mem ber ship, as pro -
vided in these By-Laws. The terms of of fice of the Pres i dent and Vice Pres i dent shall be two (2) years, and they 
shall be el i gi ble for re elec tion. The other of fi cers shall be ap pointed by the Pres i dent.

Sec tion 4. Va cancies in Elec tive Of fices. If the Pres i dent va cates his of fice dur ing his term, the Vice Pres i dent
shall suc ceed thereto.

Sec tion 5. Hon or ary Pres i dents. The Hon or ary Pres i dency of the As so ci a tion may be ten dered af ter elec tion by
the mem ber ship. 

ON THE COVER: The 2001 Re union of the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion will take place July 26th
thru July 29th, 2001. The lo ca tion will be the his toric bat tle ground at Get tys burg, Penn syl va nia. Over 51,000
sol diers were killed, wounded or cap tured in the three day bat tle, mak ing it the blood i est bat tle of the Civil War. 
It was also a ma jor turn ing point in the war. His to rians have re ferred to the Bat tle of Get tys burg as the “High
Wa ter Mark of the Con fed er acy.” 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hello To All,
   Have you made your room res er va tions yet?  Called all your

bud dies yet?  Why not??  By the time you read this, you will have
less than six months to get it done!!!

   I have al ways had a huge fasination with the Civil War.  So,
Get tys burg is the big cherry on top of the ice cream sun dae of life
for me.  I have read nu mer ous books on the sub ject.  Dif fer ent bat -
tles and places, Pres i dents (Lin coln and Da vis), Gen erals (Lee and
Grant) and of course, the grunts.

   This sum mer Dianne and I vis ited three battlesites on week end trips.  Ft. Donelson
on the Cum ber land River in North ern Ten nes see, Parkers Cross roads in mid dle Ten nes -
see and Shilo, lo cated on the Ten nes see-Mississippi bor der.

   Al though some are in trigued by the lo gis tics of the two Armies, the at tacks and
coun ter at tacks or the mis takes that his to ri ans claim were made; my love and in ter est is in 
read ing about the Grunts.  Just like you and I were.  What they wore, not all had uni -
forms, what they car ried, smooth bores, squir rel ri fles, shot guns.  The di a ries they kept,
(Hell of a day to fight) the let ters they wrote home (all is well, see you soon)

   As my wife and I toured Shilo it was 96 de grees and hu mid.  "It's hot" she said.  Not 
as hot as the Michelon rub ber plan ta tion, I re plied.  It started to rain heavily; I have been
there too!!  I just wanted to walk where they walked, to stand where they stood.  You
could al most smell the fragrence in the "Peach Or chard" and hear the buzz in the
"Hornest Nest."

   Join us in Get tys burg, we will walk past Cem e tery Ridge and Lit tle Round Top.  If
we are lucky we might hear a whis per of "Old Abe" say "Four score and seven years
ago."

             See you there, 
                     Bill

   Un til then, have a great Vet erans Day and Happy Hol i days to all.
Bill Knight, Pres i dent

“A few of us went to Get tys burg...some of us came back...and if you weren’t there
you could never un der stand.” 

                                                   Vet eran of the Bat tle of Get tys burg
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REUNION 1999 AND OTHER STUFF (cont from page 1)

Get tys burg 2001 
196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion Re union

“Rest”!  Re mem ber that com mand?  Well that’s ex actly what we have in mind for our 
2001 re union.

We plan on stack ing arms and en gag ing in some R & R & R (Rest & Rec re ation &
Re mem brance) in Get tys burg, PA from Thurs day, 26 July to Sunday, 29 July, 2001.  

Your “Get tys burg Ad dress” for the re union will be the Ei sen hower Inn & Con fer ence
Cen ter.  It’s lo cated 1.5 miles from the Get tys burg Na tional Bat tle field, site of one of the
larg est and most de ci sive bat tles of the Civil War, 3 miles from the Get tys burg Na tional
Cem e tery, site of Lin coln’s Get tys burg Ad dress and 4 miles from quaint, his toric, down -
town Get tys burg.

We are an tic i pat ing a good turn out and have re served the en tire fa cil ity for the pe riod
of the re union.  This is a full ser vice con fer ence fa cil ity with 203 beau ti fully ap pointed
rooms spread over two floors.   The con fer ence cen ter of fers an in door atrium com plete
with pool, hot tub and nearby sauna.  Also avail able in the in door atrium area are a ga -
zebo, foun tain, plenty of seat ing and a deli.  There is also a sec ond, open air land scaped
atrium with nice paths and plenty of seat ing as well.  There is a res tau rant and a lounge
on site and plenty of free park ing.  There is a 14 acre lake on-site where you may fish to
your hearts con tent.   It is a pri vate lake so no fish ing li cense is re quired for guests.   It is
stocked with large & small mouth bass, brook, brown & rain bow trout, and  the ever
pres ent crap pie.   Next door is an in door/out door rec re ation fa cil ity with some thing for
the whole fam ily (go karts, mini golf, elec tronic games of all kinds, bat ting cages, kid die
slides and rides, etc.).   We are work ing with lo cal tour op er a tors for guided bat tle field
tours with li censed guides that make his tory come alive.   We are look ing at a golf scram -
ble for Fri day morn ing and we have al ready signed up a highly re spected, world re -
nowned guest speaker for our Sat ur day eve ning ban quet.   

In the pro cess of re search ing Get tys burg as a re union site we found that some of our
reg i ments fought in the Bat tle of  Get tys burg.   The re search con tin ues with Wayne
Motts, a li censed guide and bat tle field his to rian.  The plan is  to visit the ac tual sites dur -
ing the re union, and walk the same ground where our fore run ners fought and died.   We
also plan to hold a me mo rial cer e mony in the Na tional Cem e tery at the graveside of SP4
Gary W. Runk, C Co., 2/1st Inf, 196th LIB, a Get tys burg res i dent, who was KIA on 5 Jan 
68.  Gary’s brother, Larry, is a mem ber of the Get tys burg Po lice De part ment.  

Please make your ho tel res er va tions early as we ex pect a good turn out.  To make res -
er va tions you must call the con fer ence cen ter di rect at 1-800-776-8349.  Tell them that
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you are with the 196th Re union to re ceive the spe cial re union rate of $89 per night plus
6% PA sales tax.  If you plan to ar rive early or stay over, the spe cial rate will ap ply for all 
nights of your stay.
The ten ta tive sched ule is:

Thurs day, 26 July
Reg is tra tion                                Lobby                                 1030 - 1900
Hos pi tal ity Room                       Grant/McClelland Rm       1200 - 2400

                                                         

Fri day, 27 July
Reg is tra tion                                Lobby                                 1200 - 1900
Golf Scram ble                            TBD                                   0800 - 1200
Tours de part                                Lobby                                 0930
Tours de part                                Lobby                                 1230
Hos pi tal ity Room                       Grant/McClelland Rm       1200 - 2400

Sat ur day, 28 July
Mem ber ship Meet ing                 Longstreet Rm                   0900 - 1000
Me mo rial Cer e mony                  Get tys burg Nat. Cem.        1200 - 1300
Cock tail Hour (Cash Bar)           Longstreet/Sheridan Rm    1800 - 1900
Din ner w/Guest Speaker             Longstreet/Sheridan Rm    1900 - 2100
Mu sic & Dancing                       “Doc” Mosher                    2100 - ????

Sunday, 29 July
Check-out                                   Lobby

*Reg is tra tion forms (and tour/golf signups) will be in a spe cial re union mail ing.    If
you any ques tions please con tact War ren Neill at (317) 984-3853 or e-mail
neill@indy.net or any of fi cer. 

CALL THE HO TEL TODAY AND MAKE YOUR

 RES ER VA TIONS. 1-800-776-8349

ROOMS ARE EX PECTED TO GO QUICKLY.
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TAPS

We of ten are not no ti fied of a mem bers pass ing un til we get a no tice from the Post Of -
fice. If you have any in for ma tion on the death of a 196th Brother, please send it to the 
Ed i tor.

Pruitt Sr., Den nis Lee  12 Nov 1945 - 23 Feb 2000. Den nis served in Com pany “C”,
4/31 from 1965 -1967. He served a sec ond tour in Viet nam with the 1st In fan try. Den -
nis was a well known fig ure at all the 196th re unions, and was a Life Mem ber of the
As so ci a tion. Den nis is sur vived by his wife Beechie, son Den nis Jr., daugh ter Nellie
Ham il ton, three broth ers and four sis ters. Den nis also left, for now, many oth ers who
were his broth ers-in-arms. Let it Ride Den nis. 
Blake, Ken neth, Died in 1999. Ken neth is sur vived by his wife Pa tri cia, who has
asked to be an Aux il iary Mem ber.
Malloy, James D. “Bo”, 23 Dec 1944 - 9 Jul 2000. Jim was drafted into 3rd Pla toon,
Com pany C, 4/31 in 1965 and was transfered to Com pany B, 8th Sup port soon af ter
Ba sic. He served there from 1965-1967. Jim was a Life Mem ber of the As so ci a tion
and at tended  many of the re unions. Jim will be missed by all.
Vendola, Rich, March 1999, Served with Co “B”, 3/21, 1967-68. His brother Doug
writes that Rich was rid ing his mo tor cy cle at the time. “He was proud of his ser vice
and the 196th. Rich re ceived sev eral awards in clud ing the Pur ple Heart. He was given 
a twenty-one gun sa lute. Some of the mem bers may re mem ber him, he would like
that.” Doug Vendola 1st Cav 2/7 V.N. 69-70.
Boettoher, Ken neth, 22 Sept 1946 - 16 May 1998, Ken served in 2nd Pla toon, Co
“D”, 4/31 from 1968-69. A mem ber in good stand ing of the 196th As so ci a tion. A
note from his wife, Janice, says, “He was very happy to have found the 196th As so ci -
a tion. The last 5 years he’s re ally been into read ing and watch ing any thing he could
on Viet nam.”
Kopp, Mi chael, Died 21 June 1998. “Mi chael died from a heart at tack brought on by
se vere alcholism. He never left Viet nam and now he is with his fallen friends.”
Olszewski, Rob ert (Bob), Died 21 Sept 1996. Served with Co “A”, 4/31, from Feb
1970-Jan 1971. (See a note from Ka ren Olszewski  on page 5)
Bryan, Paul, Died 8 Dec 1999, Served with Head quar ters 196th 1967-70.
Sterrett, Elmer L., No ad di tional in for ma tion.
Turpin, Billy Joe, 21 Dec 1935 - 21 Dec 1997. A pla toon Sgt with Co “D”, 3/21 and
Co “A” 2/1 from 1966 - 1967, and went with the Bri gade from Ft. Devens to Viet -
nam. He only found out about the As so ci a tion in 1997 and at tended the Wash ing ton
re union where he met some old friends. He talked about at tend ing St.  Louis in ‘99,
but passed away from can cer. His wife Ethel says that she wishes he had known about 
the As so ci a tion sooner.
Sum mers Jr., COL Harry G., 6 May 1932 - 14 Nov 1999. COL Sum mers served as
a squad leader with the 21st Inf, 24th Inf. Di vi sion dur ing the Ko rean War. He was an 
Hon or ary Col o nel of the 3/21 In fan try. COL Sum mers served two tours in Viet nam
and later re turned to Viet nam with the Four Party Joint Mil i tary Team in ves ti gat ing
POW-MIAs. He wrote sev eral books and was the Ed i tor of Viet nam Magazine
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LOOKING FOR

McClelland, Ken neth, I would like to find out any in for ma tion about my fa ther. He was
in from the sum mer of ‘66 to the sum mer of ‘67 when he was wounded. Ac cord ing to my 
Mom he was in the 3/82 Arty in Chu Lai. He died 21 years ago when I was only seven
and I would like to find out about his time in the mil i tary. I can’t from him, but I thought
I might from some one who knew him, or at least served in the unit and could tell me a lit -
tle about the con di tions and things they did while there to give me an idea. Any info will
help me fill in some things I al ways wanted to know. Ed ward McClelland, 319
E.Howard, Gi rard, KS 66743. 
Tagliapetrie, Ron ald (or Tagliapetra), I am try ing to find Ron be cause the day be fore I
left Viet nam he told me he was putt ing me in for a commendation. Well, to this day I
have n’t heard a thing. We served at Chu Lai, HHC 3/21 in ‘67. I left coun try on 12 Nov
1967. At the time he was a 2nd Lt. And I be lieve he was com mis sioned in the Sig nal
Corp. Rob ert W. Serocke, 617 W 21st. St., Hol land, MI 49423   raber@iserv.net
McEuen, Ron, Co “C”, 4/31, I am try ing to lo cate any one who was with my friend Ron
on the day he was KIA, 25 May 1968. The unit was un der the com mand of Cpt. John R.
Wolf and suf fered four KIA that day. Does any one re mem ber that ac tion and the new
Shake n Bake who was killed that day named McEuen? Please call col lect: Lau rance See
(310) 457-4697
Michaud, Cpl. Benton (Ben), KIA 10 Jan 1968, Phu Binh, Quang Tin Pro vence, Co “D” 
3/21. I’m look ing for any one that may have served with my fa ther-in-law. Thanks, Tracie 
Michaud, E-mail: pebbles23@home.com

LOOKING TO HELP OTHERS

My name is Ka ren Olszewski, my hus band's name was Rob ert (Bob) Olszewski. He
served with the 196th LIB, 4th/31st, A co. from Feb. '70-Jan.'71. He was wounded June
1, 1970 and was told he would be awarded the Pur ple Heart but never was. He could n't
re mem ber the medic's name.

Bob died Sep tem ber 21, 1996 from non-Hodgkin's lym phoma, di rectly caused by his
ex po sure to Agent Or ange. I have helped form a group called AOWAC, Agent Orange
Widows Awareness Coalition.  I would like very much to get in contact with the men he
served with to make sure they are aware of the risk they could be facing. Robert got sick
suddenly and died four months later at the age of forty-seven.

I am try ing to fig ure out which badges, patches, etc. would go with Rob ert’s med als,
along with try ing to find the medic who wit nessed his wound ing so I can ver ify his qual i -
fi ca tion for the Pur ple Heart he never re ceived. Thank you for your help. 
Ka ren Olszewski, 1398 Grand Ave., Long Beach, CA 90804  Tel: 562-498-2668

A-102 TIEN PHUOC SPE CIAL FORCES CAMP

Your unit fought in sup port of my A-Team when we were al most over run the morn -
ing of 23 Feb 1969. The Americal had a 155 Arty Btry (Com manded by Cpt. Fontenot) in 
my camp, and that is what saved my men and I. BG Clements and MG Gettys sent in
their units to help de fend the camp from be ing over run. We learned later that 3 NVA Di -
vi sions had moved through try ing to cut the coun try in half. Any one hav ing an ac count of 
this bat tle please con tact: John Cleckner(Com mander of A-102) at: usasf@thegrid.net 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

LO CA TOR SER VICE

The 196th LIB As so ci a tion will
search its da ta base, on re quest, to at tempt 
to lo cate bud dies you may want to find.
Sim ply send a writ ten or e-mail re quest
to Ken McKenzie, Ed i tor, stat ing the
name if you know it. We can also do a
search by unit and year. State the Com -
pany, Bat tal ion, and year(s) to search.
We will send you a print-out of up to ten
names re turned by the search. If the
search re turns more than ten names, we
will just send you the names with out ad -
dresses. Look over the list to see if you
want to get in touch with any one, and we 
will send you those ad dresses.

The pur pose of not send ing long lists
of names and ad dresses is to pro tect the
mail ing list from pos si ble com mer cial
ex ploi ta tion. We have spent a lot of time
and ef fort build ing our mem ber da ta base
and do not want it used in dis crim i nately.

We cur rently have over 3,200 names
on our mail ing list so maybe we can help 
you find that long lost buddy.

196th AS SO CI A TION
TAX EX EMPT STATUS

The 196th Light In fan try Bri -
gade As so ci a tion has re ceived tax
ex empt sta tus. This means that all
dues and con tri bu tions are tax de -
duct able on your in come tax.

We will also be able to re duce
mail ing costs as a tax ex empt or ga -
ni za tion.

196th WEB PAGE

The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As -
so ci a tion has a WEB page on the in ternet 
cour tesy of the ADVA, Ser vice Tech.,
and Greg Noller.      Visit us at:

http://www.americal.org/196/

F-TROOP VET DED I CATES
WEB SITE

Rob ert Decker has cre ated a web site
ded i cated to F-Troop, 17th Cav, 196th.

www.usit.com/rrd1/vn.htm

COM BAT TRACKER TEAMS

Af ter all of these years, the Com bat
Tracker Teams are re unit ing.  In do ing
so, we have found two Teams who were
"pro vi sion ally at tached" to the 196th,
and sub se quently were at tached of fi cially 
to the 4th Inf. Div.  Please see our
website:

Http://www.combattrackerteam.org
for Team mem bers and pho tos of

Trackers work ing with the 196th.  Since
we now have the doc u men ta tion, it is our 
hope that all of the Af fil i ated units will
place the Tracker teams in their place
within the Or ders of Bat tle.

Com bat Tracker Teams #3 & #10 of
the 64th In fan try Pla toon Com bat
Trackers.

Thanks for your time and con sid er -
ation.

Sue - Webmistress/Site His to rian

NEW BE GINNING DATE
FOR THE VIET NAM WAR

On Me mo rial Day 1999, his tory was
changed, the his tory of Viet nam is re -
writ ten. On this day our gov ern ment 
added TSGT Rich ard B. Fitz gibbon's
name to the Wall, mak ing him a Viet nam 
Vet eran TSGT Rich ard B. Fitz gibbon
was killed in Viet nam on June 6th 1956.
Our Gov ern ment has changed the dates
of involvment from 

1959 - 1975 to 1955 - 1975

From: Dick Del Rossi  Co “C” 2/1
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WATCHFIRES
A na tion wide com mem o ra tive event be ing held the night of No vem ber 1 to sa lute in

par tic u lar those who died in the Viet nam War. The event is called “Watchfires”, and it is
purely a grass roots ef fort be gun by VVets and their friends and fam i lies a cou ple of years 
ago. 

The pur pose of Watchfires is severalfold: to not only sa lute our dead of the War, but
to also ac knowl edge the liv ing power they still have to touch us in so many ways. Their
ex am ples of cour age, honor and sac ri fice set a stan dard for those who sur vived them, and 
our mem o ries of them add strength and depth to our lives. Watchfires also serves to ac -
knowl edge the pow er ful spir i tual event that the Viet nam War was. What ever one’s per -
sonal spir i tual be liefs may be, Viet nam touched that in some way, and touched this
Na tion where it lived, as well. 

“Watchfires” go way back in his tory. Watchfires have been lit to es tab lish a per im e ter 
in mil i tary times, as a bea con for strag glers and the lost, and to guide ships to the home -
ward shore. The con nec tion of this idea to the above Viet nam com mem o ra tion was to es -
tab lish one night a year on which to light a fire — a bon fire if one can do that where one
is, or a fire in an out door grill, or in a fire place, or even just a can dle if that is all that is
work able. 

The night se lected for this pur pose is No vem ber 1st (an nu ally). No vem ber 1, in both
an cient and some mod ern cal en dars (for ex am ple, the Cath o lic Church cal en dar), is the
eve ning fol low ing All Saints Day. In an cient times, it was be lieved that the souls of the
de parted on that night were en abled to come close to us the liv ing, that the “veil be tween” 
was the thin nest then. In an cient prac tice, peo ple lit bon fires to “light the way” so that the 
spir its of their passed-on friends and fam ily would know they were be ing wel comed. And 
the burn ing of the fire sig naled a time of com mu nion, an ac knowl edg ment of gifts given
and re ceived be tween the dead and the liv ing. 

If you wish to par tic i pate, fires are to be lit at 9:00 PM in your time zone the night of
No vem ber 1, and to burn if pos si ble for an hour, so that the fires blos som like a “wave”
from East to West across the con ti nent and, as the rec og ni tion of this event grows, it is
hoped even tu ally around the world. It is sug gested, but not re quired, that Watchfires par -
tic i pants use the time for per sonal re flec tion about the War, for prayer if so in clined, or
for sim ply hon or ing the good ness of those friend ships with the loy alty of mem ory. 

To night the Watchfires have been lit
From coast to coast,

Their em bers flit against the night
And call the Host who wan der far.

It has been said Our Dead are they,
The many or the few who may

Still lin ger near, not pass ing on
To Par a dise but wait ing here.

We whom Viet nam has known
Still lis ten for Their voices and

Would like to think we aren’t alone;
We see Them in the Wall of stone.

And They were here with us to night,
By twos and threes and squads they came

To warm Their hands around the flame
And watch the drift ing smoke take flight.

Their boots are cracked and dusty
But Their faces hold no fear, and

They stand as at a camp fire
Trading jokes and smokes and beer.

And you could hear Them, if you lis tened
Just be yond the snap of sparks,
Above the beat ing of your heart,
Their voices in the windy dark...

“Brothers” They said, “You do not walk 
Alone. Did you not know?

To gether then,
To gether now...Un til we All go Home.”
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In ac cor dance with sec tion 1084 of the Fis cal Year 1998 Na tional De fense Au tho ri za -
tion Act, the Sec re tary of De fense ap proved award ing Cold War Rec og ni tionCer tif i cates
to all mem bers of the armed forces and qual i fied fed eral gov ern ment ci vil ian per son nel
who faith fully and hon or ably served theUnited States dur ing the Cold War era, from
Sept. 2, 1945, to Dec. 26, 1991.

Qual ified mil i tary and ci vil ian per son nel can now ac cess the Internet adress
http://coldwar.army.mil/de fault.htm to ob tain in for ma tion on how to re ceive a Cold War
Rec og ni tion Cer tif i cate signed by Sec re tary of De fense Wil liam S. Co hen.The cer tif i cate
will be pro vided to all mem bers of the armed forces and qual i fied fed eral gov ern ment
em ploy ees who faith fully served the United States dur ing the Cold War era, from Sept. 2, 
1945 to Dec. 26, 1991, ac cord ing to of fi cials. Co hen ap proved is su ance of the cer tif i cate
in ac cor dance with sec tion 1084 of the 1998 Na tional De fense Au tho ri za tion Act. 

Above Co hen’s sig na ture, the cer tif i cate bears the in scrip tion: “In rec og ni tion of your
ser vice dur ing the pe riod of the Cold War (2 Sep tem ber 1945 - 26 De cem ber 1991) in
pro mot ing peace and sta bil ity for this Na tion, the peo ple of this Na tion are for ever grate -
ful.” 

At the end of World War II in 1945, the United States and the So viet Un ion, for merly
al lies, be came ri vals for po lit i cal and mil i tary in flu ence through out the world. This strug -
gle erupted in sev eral flash points over the years, to in clude the Ko rean War (1950-53),
the Hun gar ian Rev o lu tion (1956), the Berlin Cri sis (1961), the Cu ban Mis sile Cri sis
(1962), and the Viet nam Con flict (1964-1975). 

The So viet Un ion at tempted to keep up with a mas sive Amer i can arms build-up dur -
ing the 1980s. So viet ef forts to match the Amer i cans, com bined with a drain ing war in
Af ghan i stan, would prove to “break the bank.” Cracks ap peared in So viet he ge mony or
in flu ence, what for mer Pres i dent Ron ald Rea gan called “the Evil Em pire.” The Berlin
Wall fell in 1989, ef fec tively lift ing the “Iron Cur tain” that the So vi ets erected 28 years
ear lier to sep a rate East ern and West ern Eu rope. 

In 1991, the So viet Un ion ceased to ex ist, end ing the Cold War and Com mu nist po lit -
i cal con trol of the Rus sian peo ple, which be gan in 1918. 

Ac cept able doc u ments for proof of ser vice. 
Any of fi cial gov ern ment or mil i tary doc u ment with re cip i ent’s name, So cial Se cu rity

Num ber/Mil i tary Ser vice Num ber/For eign Ser vice Num ber and date of ser vice is ac cept -
able. 

You may send or FAX a let ter and doc u men ta tion to the fol low ing ad dress. Only send 
cop ies of doc u ments, they will not be re turned. A sam ple let ter ap pears on the next page.
It may take as long as six months to re ceive your cer tif i cate,

CDR, PERSCOM 
COLD WAR REC OG NI TION, HOFFMAN II

ATTN: TAPC-CWRS, 3N45
200 STOVALL STREET

AL EX AN DRIA, VA 22332-0473

FAX: 1-800-723-9262

COLD WAR RECOGNITION CERTIFICATE
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Please send me a Cold War Rec og ni tion Cer tif i cate for my ser vice 
to the United States gov ern ment dur ing the au tho rized pe riod of Sep -
tem ber 2, 1945 to De cem ber 26, 1991.

En closed is a copy of source doc u ment with my So cial Se cu rity
Num ber/Mil i tary Ser vice Num ber/For eign Ser vice Num ber, which
ver i fies my ser vice dur ing the Cold War Era. I un der stand that the en -
closed copy of source doc u ment will not be re turned.

Please mail my Cold War Rec og ni tion Cer tif i cate to the fol low ing
ad dress:

John Doe
P.O. Box 000
Pleasantville, Vir ginia 00000
Sub mis sion of this re quest con firms my faith ful ser vice to the na -

tion dur ing the Cold War Era. If my ser vice was in the Armed Forces,
I fur ther cer tify that my dis charge was hon or able or gen eral un der
hon or able con di tions. 

Sin cerely, 

COLD WAR RECOGNITION CERTIFICATE & SAMPLE LETTER
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BOOK RE SEARCH

I am re search ing a book that deals with the ca su al ties of a sin gle day in the Viet nam
War- Aug 26, 1969- that will hope fully tell the per sonal sto ries of those KIA (there were
38).  Based on my re search, it would ap pear that the ma jor ity of the ca su al ties were con -
nected with the NVA of fen sive in Quang Nam/Quang Tin prov inces that in volved units
of the Americal Div and the 1st Marines.

In re view ing your website, I note that 7 in di vid u als on my CACCF da ta base were in
the 196th:

CANNITO, DEN NIS JOHN                      CRAIG, MER LIN JO SEPH,
 HETZEL, NORMAN RALPH                 HOWELL, WIL LIAM GLENN
 NEL SON, DON ALD ERVIN                   ROB ERT SON, MAR SHALL EU GENE
 TAY LOR, KEN NETH WAYNE
I  hope to ini tially piece to gether what ever SITRA's or other unit logs or re ports I can

lo cate to pro vide com bat de tails be fore ex pand ing to try and col lect per sonal data from
other sources, i.e. other vets, sur viv ing fam ily mem bers, etc. I would wel come any in put
you might have con cern ing re cords that might be avail able through your or ga ni za tion, or
any other sug ges tions on sources.  Thanks.

Dan Mahon, Maj, USAF (Ret)  e-mail: DRMahon@aol.com

DOGTAG RE TURNED

Con grat u la tions on your website I just vis ited.
Here's a story you might like to hear about. On Oc to ber 98 my mother went to Viet -

nam and dur ing her trip she got a dog tag from a for mer Col o nel of the Viet cong. She

did n't pay for it but the man said that he
was sorry to get rid of it as it was a sort
of war to ken or "tro phy" as he said.

The tag had the name "Da vid D.
Elsbernd" on it. He be longed to your bri -
gade and was killed on Sept. 9 1969. I
got in touch with Da vid's brother who
lives in Col o rado and sent him the tag.
He could n't be lieve that af ter 30 years
this small piece of metal, so im por tant
for his fam ily, was be ing sent back to
him.

In re turn, he sent me a book called
"Shadow of Death", writ ten in 1993 by
Paul Hughes, who also be longed to
196th LIB and was Da vid's friend. Paul
saw Da vid's death and fur ther more he
was hit by the same rocket that killed
Da vid. Even tually I got in touch with
Paul and told him the story. 

I hope some day I can visit Da vid's
fam ily in the US. They sent me his pho -

to graph. This story was pub lished in
Crosby's lo cal news pa per in North Da -
kota, where he was born.

What's so in cred i ble about this story
is that the name of the sol dier was Da vid
(the same as me), and he was killed only
19 days be fore I was born. That's why
I'm so keen on this story, but also be -
cause Da vid's brother told me that Da vid
had de cided to vol un teer for war in stead
of go ing to a Uni ver sity. Ev ery Amer i -
can should be proud of peo ple like Da -
vid, don't you think so?.

My fam ily left the US in 1971 and
came to live to Spain. I have n't been
back to the US since then and I hope to
do so soon, even if it's just to see Da vid's 
grave. Yours sin cerely,

Da vid Benitez.
dbenitez72@LatinMail.com



11

LOOKING FOR A FRIEND

My name Frankie Herkner. I am the
daugh ter of Jerry (Ger ald D.) Smith, for -
mer United States Army Vet eran, who
fought in the Viet nam War.  My fa ther

served in the Army with Co “C” 4/31, 196th Light In fan try Bri gade  from 1967 un til
about July 3 of 1968.  He was born May 19, 1947, in Ashley Mich i gan.  He cur rently re -
sides in Merrill, Mich i gan.

The rea son I am writ ing is that my Dad would like to find an old friend.  His name is
Wil liam Olson (pos si bly Olsen) he would be about my fa thers age and was in the same
in fan try.  Can you help me lo cate him or lead me in the right di rec tion?  (My dad tells me 
that he re calls Wil liam (Bill) say ing he lived in New ark, New Jer sey dur ing the war) 

Any in for ma tion you can sup ply to me would be greatly ap pre ci ated.  My fa ther is a
won der ful man and I am very proud of what he did for our coun try.  I can only be gin to
imag ine what you all went through over there and I would like to do some thing to help
my fa ther get in touch with some one that went through what he did.  He still has a hard
time...some times.  He gets sad and some times an gry at what went on.  But most of all he
tells me sto ries, his mem o ries, that mem o rize me.  I could lis ten to him for hours talk
about his life "over there."  He tells sto ries of the death of his friends, the peo ple, the
bugs, the an i mals, what he ate, what he drank, how he got jun gle rot, how he got hep a ti -
tis, how he was in the hos pi tal for get ting shrap nel in his body, the smell, the sounds of
chop pers landed over top of him,  the bul lets fling by him and the ping, ping noise they
made, how he changed his socks 2 times while he was over there, how he only got 2 hot
meals to eat, be cause he was in too hot of a dan ger zone for a chop per to land and of
course the pic tures and the draw ings of the HELL he went through!  I'm 24 years old sir,
and I could n't imag ine be ing there.  My fa ther was 19! 

Again, this is a proud man, a de cent man, a good fa ther and hus band.  Please help me
to find his friend Wil liam Olson!  I would more then greatly ap pre ci ate it!

Thank you!, Frankie J. Herkner-Smith   E-MAIL: FSmith4955@aol.com
Jerry Smith, 4135 North Ma son Rd., Merrill, MI 48637

   Wil liam (Bill) Olson         Jerry Smith             Jerry Smith           Wil liam (Bill) Olson
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State Uni ver sity of New York at Brockport Pro fes sor Ken Herrmann, an ad vi sor with
the 196th dur ing the 1960s, has es tab lished a study-abroad con cept called the SUNY
Brockport Viet nam Pro ject. A re port on this pro ject ap peared in the last news let ter. As part 
of the pro ject’s Com mu nity Ser vice ac tiv i ties, stu dents trav eled to Hai Van lep rosy vil lage,
near Da Nang, to bring food and school sup plies.

Hai Van Lep rosy Vil lage, lo cated
near the Hai Van Pass north of Da
Nang, is a ter ri bly iso lated com mu nity
with many needs. It is set in a beau ti ful 
area, but its res i dents are un able to
leave. It may ap pear to be par a dise, but 
life here is any thing but that.
Can you get there from here? 

Early in the morn ing, we load our
van with dried noo dles and note books
and stop by the lo cal Friend ship Un ion, 
a branch of the Com mu nist Party, to
pick up rep re sen ta tives who will come
with us to the vil lage. Then we head

north on un der-reconstruction High way One to ward the Hai Van Pass, and stop to pick
up rep re sen ta tives of the lo cal dis trict. Af ter we drive part of the way up to the pass, the
hard part of the trip be gins.
On the rails.

We leave our van by a cafe at a
curve in the grade, and de scend on foot 
down a very steep hill through thick
jun gle. We soon reach the na tional rail
line, which we travel side ways on for a 
while be fore plung ing back.

The views as we de scend are ter -
rific; the vil lage is on the shore of a
large bay op po site the city of Da Nang. 
How ever, the hike makes us re al ize
one of the vil lag ers’ prob lems; if they
wish to go any where they must hike on 
this path or pay fees far be yond their means to rent a boat to the road.

Finally we make it to the beach, and hike for an other ki lo me ter across it. We soon
come to an other ob sta cle; this is n’t the eas i est trip! This time we must cross a muddy
stream by tak ing our shoes off. For tu nately there aren’t any leeches in the stream. As I
walk through the vil lage bare foot and cov ered with mud from the stream, some vil lag ers
kindly wash off my feet with a hose they’re us ing to do their laun dry, which makes the
rest of the trip much eas ier.

196th SERGEANT RETURNS TO HELP VILLAGE
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Meet ing the vil lage 
At the vil lage’s cen tral build ing, we 

are greeted by the vil lage chief, var i ous 
rep re sen ta tives, and the usual statue of
HO Chi Minh. Un cle Ho looks a bit
out of place to me any where but cushy
con fer ence rooms, but the vil lage
could n’t be with out a statue! We leave
our pres ents of dried noo dles and note -
books on a nearby ta ble. The vil lag ers
are very kind, and cut open co co nuts,
which are plen ti ful here, for us to
drink.

We learn a bit about the vil lage. It
was founded dur ing the Amer i can War by a Bap tist priest from the United States.

 Lepers are placed here be cause of the iso lated lo ca tion and the gen eral pub lic’s mis -
un der stand ing of lep rosy. Con trary to the be lief of many, it is ex tremely dif fi cult to con -
tract lep rosy; re peated di rect con tact with the sores of a leper is nec es sary for the dis ease
to be trans mit ted. As a re sult, the chil dren of the lep ers can avoid get ting the dis ease. But
their par ents have dif fi culty mak ing a liv ing; eighty of the nearly three hun dred lep ers re -
ceive the equiv a lent of about twenty-five cents per day from the gov ern ment. Many go
out to sea in small bas ket-boats to fish, but make lit tle money that way; there is lit tle they
can do here.
The clinic.

We get a tour of the vil lage from its 
chief. First we visit the clinic where
the lep ers are treated, much of which is 
closed to day, as many of the lep ers do
not wish to have their dis fig ure ments
seen by vis i tors to the vil lage. It has
got ten some sup port from abroad, most 
no ta bly from the East Meets West
foun da tion, which built a new wing to
house more pa tients. How ever, the
clinic re mains woe fully underfunded.
The staff of three peo ple has only the
most ba sic med i cal train ing, and a gov -
ern ment med i cal team that is sup posed

to be sent ev ery year has not been to the vil lage in two years.
The clinic re mains woe fully underfunded.... it does not have ad e quate ban dages and

cot ton to help treat the lep ers, so the wounds of many fes ter with out treat ment.
Down a long path which winds through the woods, across the stream (on a bridge this 

time!), and past rice pad dies, we find the vil lage ed u ca tion sys tem. Two small build ings,
an el e men tary school and a sec ond ary school, lie on ei ther side of a court yard. In the
court yard, an NGO (non-governmental or ga ni za tion) from abroad had prom ised to build

196th SERGEANT RETURNS TO HELP VILLAGE (cont.)
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a play ground a year ago, but so far noth ing has hap pened. The vil lag ers feel that they
have been prom ised many things, but most of those prom ises have not been kept. As Pro -
fes sor Herrmann re marks af ter talk ing with the vil lag ers, “Many peo ple come here, but
none of them ever come back.”
The chil dren 

Al though the lep ers’ chil dren do
not have lep rosy, their lives are still
harshly im pacted by the dis ease. For
much of their up bring ing they are iso -
lated in their vil lage, but when they
reach high-school age, those who will
at tend high-school must go to Da Nang 
to do so. Once they have made the trip, 
they are shunned by their class mates,
and no body will al low a leper’s child
to stay in their home, so the chil dren
must sleep in a church. The vil lag ers
hope it will be pos si ble to build a dor mi tory so that their chil dren will have a place to stay 
when they go to high school. How ever, such a pro ject will be very ex pen sive; rais ing the
money will be dif fi cult. 
Getting home 

Getting back is just as dif fi cult as get ting here was, but now we un der stand what a
dif fi culty it is for the vil lag ers. One of the high school stu dents hikes up the hill with us
so that she can get back to Da Nang for school. She is very well-dressed and po lite; there
is ab so lutely noth ing wrong with her, but when she reaches her school she will suf fer be -
cause of where she is from. We are quite dis heart ened by this, but hope the sit u a tion im -
proves in the fu ture as the pub lic be comes more en light ened about lep rosy. The chil dren
must be helped or they may be left in their vil lage for life, a curse al most as bad as lep -
rosy it self.

Ad di tional in for ma tion can be viewed on the website:
http://www.liffiton.com/viet nam/2000/in dex.php3

196th SERGEANT RETURNS TO HELP VILLAGE (cont.)
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196th MEDAL OF HONOR WINNER REMEMBERED BY 2/1 INF

Came across your 196th Light In fan try Bri gade website to day. I am cur -
rently the Bat tal ion Ex ec u tive Of fi cer for 2nd Bat tal ion, 1st In fan try.

I am fairly cer tain that 2-1 IN, 4-31 IN, and 1-6 IN are the only in fan try
units from the 196th task or ga ni za tion that are still ac tive in fan try com bat
units in the army. You can find our website at

Http://www.wain wright.army.mil/1bde/Unit%20Pages/21/in dex.html.  
We would be in ter ested in be ing in cluded on your mail ing list for fu ture use in the

event of any re unions or other ac tiv i ties our unit might be able to en gage in. Spe cifically I 
am cu ri ous to know if you have any knowl edge of a po ten tial "Hon or ary Col o nel of the
Reg i ment" from our units par tic i pa tion in Viet nam.

Finally, I thought you might like to know that we have re cently con structed a high
qual ity live fire range here in our Yu kon Training Area on Fort Wain wright and we are
work ing on plans to have a ded i ca tion cer e mony next spring.  Right now, we in tend to
name it McMahon Range, in light of the at tached Medal of Honor ci ta tion.  It pro vided us 
a very high qual ity train ing op por tu nity in trench and bunker clear ance tech niques at the
pla toon level and will serve units in Alaska for some time to come. It sits out among the
griz zly bears and moun tains and is in a beau ti ful lo ca tion.

My hope is that some where in your rolls you might pos si bly have an ad dress for his
fam ily or any sol diers that it would be ap pro pri ate for us to in vite to the ded i ca tion.

I ap pre ci ate any as sis tance.Thanks,
MAJ Kevin Brown XO, 2nd Bn, 1st Inf Regt
COLD STEEL!   172d Inf Bde (Sep)
Fort Wain wright, AK                          DSN 317-353-2495 COMM 907-353-2495

McMAHON, THOMAS J. 
Rank and or ga ni za tion: Spe cial ist Fourth Class, U.S. Army,

Com pany A, 2d Bat tal ion, 1st In fan try, 196th In fan try Bri gade,
Americal Di vi sion. place and date: Quang Tin prov ince, Re pub lic 
of Viet nam, 19 March 1969. En tered ser vice at: Port land, Maine.
Born: 24 June 1948, Wash ing ton, D.C. 

Ci ta tion: For con spic u ous gal lantry and in tre pid ity in ac tion
at the risk of his life above and be yond the call of duty. Sp4c.
McMahon dis tin guished him self while serv ing as med i cal aid
man with Com pany A. When the lead el e ments of his com pany
came un der heavy fire from well-fortified en emy po si tions, 3 sol -
diers fell se ri ously wounded. Sp4c. McMahon, with com plete dis -

re gard for his safety, left his cov ered po si tion and ran through in tense en emy fire to the
side of 1 of the wounded, ad min is tered first aid and then car ried him to safety. He re -
turned through the hail of fire to the side of a sec ond wounded man. Al though pain fully
wounded by an ex plod ing mor tar round while re turn ing the wounded man to a se cure po -
si tion, Sp4c. McMahon re fused med i cal at ten tion and he ro ically ran back through the
heavy en emy fire to ward his re main ing wounded com rade. He fell mor tally wounded be -
fore he could res cue the last man. Sp4c. McMahon's un daunted con cern for the wel fare of 
his com rades at the cost of his life are in keep ing with the high est tra di tions of the mil i -
tary ser vice and re flect great credit on him self, his unit, and the U.S. Army. 
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WEBSITE ANSWERS SOME QUESTIONS

The fol low ing e-mail ex change took place be tween your news let ter Ed i tor and 
some one look ing for in for ma tion af ter vis it ing our website.
Ken,

I was drafted with and went through ba sic at Fort Polk with Nel son F. Pulsifer, Jr. He
was killed 11-14-66 while serv ing with Co C 4/31 INF/196 INF BDE. I'm won der ing if
there is any way for me to find out about his fam ily, and/or the cir cum stances of his
death. I vis ited his grave yes ter day at Fort Rosecrans, as I do ev ery Me mo rial Day, and
de cided to act on the thoughts I have ev ery year.

Thanks for any help you can give me.
Sin cerely,  JimTwyford

Jim,
Talk about a shock. I was with Pulsifer when he was killed. Al though I was not next

to him, I was less than 100 feet away. I knew him well and re mem ber him of ten.
We were in Com pany C, 4/31, 196th. I was in 3rd Pla toon and Nel son was in 2nd I

think. We had all gone through ba sic as a unit and most of us in the com pany knew each
other. Nel son had met his brother in Cal i for nia when the troop ship we were on docked at 
San Diego on our way from Boston through the Pan ama Ca nal to Viet nam.

My pla toon had been am bushed at the base of Nui Ba Den (Black Vir gin Moun tain)
on Fri day, No vem ber 13, 1966. We had two killed and three wounded and had to leave
the KIAs in or der to ex tract our selves. We lead the bat tal ion back the fol low ing day to re -
trieve to KIAs and the rest of C Com pany fol lowed us.

Ar til lery pounds the slopes of Nui Ba Den, Tay Ninh, to cover the with drawal of 3rd Pla toon,
Co C, 4/31, am bushed 13 Nov 1966. Photo by: Ed Pascht
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The moun tain was pounded by ar til lery, airstrikes and di rect fire from tanks, 106
jeeps and 8" tracked guns. We reached the base of the moun tain and be gan re ceiv ing
heavy fire from the slopes de spite the prep fire. Nel son was with sev eral other mem bers
of our pla toon who re cov ered the bod ies from the day be fore, but as they pre pared to
move back with the bod ies they came un der heavy fire. Nel son was  with a good friend of 
mine, try ing to wait out the worst of the fire when he was hit. My buddy car ried him out.
Nel son was the only one killed that day,  al though there were some close calls and mi nor
in ju ries. 

We found out later that sev eral large units had suf fered similiar casulties in the past
try ing to assult that sec tion of the moun tain. The VC were well dug in and the tank gun -
ners told us that there was a trap door, like the rear of an ar mored per son nel car rier, set in 
the side of the moun tain. They watched a VC come out and light a cig a rette and sent a
shell in be hind him when he walked back in side.

Nel son is on the same panel of the VV Me mo rial with the oth ers from my pla toon
who died, Mi chael Macarell and Ed Piantkowski.

The 196th As so ci a tion has held me mo ri als at the Wall and the mem bers of C Com -
pany al ways re mem ber Nel son and the oth ers.

I vis ited the Cal i for nia Me mo rial about 20 years ago and took a rub bing of his name
at that time. 

I don't know any thing about his fam ily ex cept he had a brother in the San Diego area.
Best and re gards,
Ken McKenzie, Ed i tor-196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion

Ken - Your re ply is kinda
in the “be yond my wild est
dreams” cat e gory. Thank you
very much for an swer ing ques -
tions I’ve had since the day I
saw his name in Stars and
Stripes. I served with the
176th Inf Bde (M) in Alaska,
and did n’t see Viet nam un til a
later stint in the Navy 73-75.
He is the only per son I knew
per son ally that I know was
killed in RVN and has be come 
some what of a touch stone for
me in a way. Thank you for
your work on the 196 website
and of course, thank you for
your ser vice and sac ri fice in
that dis tant war. I will never

for get. I plan on call ing the Pulsifers in the San Diego phone book and if you like will let
you know the out come. I’m at tach ing a cou ple of pho tos from yes ter day.

Sin cerely, Jim Twyford US Army 65-67 US Navy 73-75  jt@webmoment.com 

WEBSITE ANSWERS SOME QUESTIONS (cont.)
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LENEHAN

Well, I got a scan ner for Christ mas and I have at tached some pho tos.We were de -
ployed on guard duty on a hill around DaNang. This was with the 1/46th In fan try, C
Com pany. Here I am (on left) and Rick Jack son (on right). Rick was a good ol’ buddy. I
re mem ber Rick al ways car ried the M-60 ma chine gun in the field, and was al ways in the
first chop per on CA’s with our com pany. I was the FO ra dio op er a tor for the Arty in the
Com pany.

Some pic tures be low of LZ’s. I can’t re mem ber the names of all the LZ’s, but the
photo with the skyhook was when we left LZ Yon kers on our way to LZ Linda

Re gards,
Curtis Lenehan



(Lenehan con tin ued) The CO has his
back turned. He did n’t like to be pho to -
graphed. The gen tle man next to me is the 
Recon Ser geant. I was the ra dio op er a tor
(RTO) for him.

19

UNIT DEC O RA TIONS?

A few of my men of my Recon Pla -
toon 65-67, have re quested to know just
what awards and dec o ra tions that the
196th picked up dur ing the first year in
Viet nam and if pos si ble, what Bat tal ion. 

Pat rick Turner
2507 Tracy Tr, Aus tin, TX 78728

Any one who has re search on this, please send it to
Pat and the the Vice Pres i dent, War ren Neill

AS SO CI ATE MEM BER

My name is Char lie Brewer. I did n’t
serve with the 196th or serve at all. My
brother served with the 196th. He went
to Viet nam 15 Jul 1966 with Co “B”
3/21 and was with them un til he was part 
of the in fu sion in which he was placed
with the 4th In fan try di vi sion

If pos si ble, I would like to join your
mem ber ship, if it is open to a fam ily
mem ber of one who served. 

Sp4 James Dale Brewer lost his life
while serv ing with the 22nd Inf., 4th Inf
di vi sion in March of 1967. I have joined
their or ga ni za tions in his honor.

Thank you,
Wil liam C. Brewer Sr.

WEL COME!!
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MAIL CALL

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK YOUR 
MAILING LABEL AND SEND IN

YOUR DUES

I was one of the last 8 mem bers of the Band be fore the en tire Bri gade stood down and 
went home in 1972.  At tached is a pic ture of one of last per for mances for unit stand
downs.  The Band had got ten so small, that we were al most non-functional by this time.

Mi chael L. Mideiros
SFC, United States Army (Re tired), Madera, CA

B, 4/31 CO

I was re cently made aware of the fact 
that the 196th had an Association. I com -
manded B Com pany 4/31 from August
1966 to April 67 just prior to its move
from Tay Ninh, to Chu Lai. I then be -
came the 4/31 S-1 for the re main der of
my tour. I would like to be come a mem -
ber.

I re tired as a LTC in 1985  and would 
re ally like to make con tact with  the men
I served with. Ap pre ci ate your help.
Take care.

Nich o las Borriceno
Kempner, Texas

DON’T WANT TO FORGET

The Viet Nam War was some thing I
have been try ing to put out of my mind
for years, but af ter con tact ing sev eral of
my old bud dies and com mu ni cat ing with
them I de cided that the war and my com -
rades were some thing I did n't want to
for get. I ap pre ci ate your help and you
will have my sup port.

Thanks again,
Frank Heet
Centertown, MO
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DISCREPANCY IN RE CORD KEEPING

Hello,
I'm Dave Travis (SFC, Ret).  I served two tours in Viet Nam.  Dur ing the first, I was

in B/4-31 for a short time, then with the LRRP Det.  With some pride, I can say I was one 
of the orig i nal mem bers of the 196th LRRP.

On my sec ond tour, I was the night G2 Opns SGT in the Americal DTOC.  One of my 
du ties was to be the al most-universally-despised "body count NCO."  In other, more ac -
cu rate words, I kept the di vi sion sta tis tics on en emy KIA, cap tured weap ons, and sev eral
other cat e go ries.  I must ad mit to let ting my cu ri os ity spur me to go to the files and see
what kind of sta tis tics were re ported for March 16, 1968, the day the dis gust ing My Lai
mas sa cre oc curred.  Not sur pris ingly, that day did not ex ist in the files, which had been
pulled for the in ves ti ga tion.  How ever, that in spired me to look through the files, just to
see an over view of the units' ef forts.  I hap pened to no tice that one night, one of my pre -
de ces sors had been un able to read his own writ ing and had dropped the KIA to tal for the
196th Bri gade from seven thou sand-some to four thou sand-some.

Per haps be cause I was an alum nus of the 196th, I could n't let that pass me by.  I im -
posed on my self the task of cor rect ing all pre vi ous er rors in the di vi sion sta tis tics dur ing
the two to three hours a night when there was rarely any thing for me to do.  I started with
day one and re-added each days sta tis tics in all cat e go ries, right up to the cur rent day.  It
was an ef fort of sev eral months, but what the heck, I had no where else to go.  My boss,
CPT Gary Schappeau, knew what I was do ing and sup ported me, even cit ing that
self-assigned mis sion in an ef fi ciency re port.

The night I fin ished, I was pretty proud of my self and waited for the G2, LTC
Holmes, to come in in the morn ing.  When I pre sented him the cor rected fig ures (which,
by the way, showed the 196th to be by far the most pro duc tive unit in the di vi sion), LTC
Holmes' re sponse was not the praise I ex pected, but a croaked-out, "You can't change
mil i tary his tory!"  The fact that his tory was er ro ne ous did n't mat ter to him.  He or dered
me to not post the cor rected fig ures, an or der that I very re luc tantly obeyed be cause I
could not per ceive it as an il le gal or der, even though it was to tally wrong.

Now, I know that there are a lot of guys out there who would say, "What you should
have done is..."  Well, as you were, guys.  I've re played that in my mind many times, and
I've come up with a num ber of dif fer ent sce nar ios that would have been better than ac -
cept ing that bone headed or der.  But I did what I did be cause I did n't know what else to do 
at the time and no one was in jured by not cor rect ing the fig ures.

But I wanted the 196th to know that you were jobbed.  A prob a bly tired, sleepy In fan -
try ser geant who hap pened into a job in the TOC made a mis take that erased 3,000 en emy 
KIAs from the tally sheet for you, and the only man who dis cov ered that er ror, me, tried
to fix it but was de terred by a LTC for what ever his rea sons were.  It truly changes noth -
ing.  I doubt that any one has ever looked at those sta tis tics since they were com piled. 
But, 196th Bri gade, you were 3,000 en emy KIA better than they gave you credit for.

Dave Travis
DT1942@aol.com

MAIL CALL
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LOOKING FOR PHOTOS

Served with Co D, 3/21 on LZ Cen ter 
Sum mer and Fall of ‘69. I was wounded
a cou ple of clicks off the firebase in late
Oc to ber 1969. Hit bad enough that I
went from there to the aid sta tion, to
DaNang, to Ja pan and back to the States.
Unfourtunately, lost any per sonal gear
that I had and was won der ing if any one
might have any pic tures of LZ Cen ter.
All I’ve got is what’s in my mem ory and
I don’t know if that’s ac cu rate any more.
I would be happy to pay any copy ing
charges or any ex penses that might be
en tailed if any such pho tos ex ist.

Jerry Donnellan, Di rec tor
County of Rockland
Vet erans Ser vice Agency
20 Squad ron Blvd - Suite 480
New City, NY 10956
(914) 638-5244

MAIL CALL

LOOKING FOR PIC TURE
FROM WASH ING TON, DC

RE UNION

My hus band “Doc” Don ald Kvasne,
who served with D, 3/21, 196th and Task 
Force Gim let was at the Wash ing ton, DC 
re union and car ried the wreath to the
apex dur ing the ser vice at the Me mo rial.

He is now rated 100% dis abled and is 
very ill. I would ap pre ci ate it if any one
that has pic tures of him at the Wall
would please send them. Cost is no mat -
ter.

Thelma Kvasne, 2849 W 38th St
Cleve land, OH 44113

Co “C”, 1/46

I am in the Army Re serve now as Di -
rec tor of Lo gis tics for the 6045 GSU in
San Jose, CA. I would like to con tact
mem bers of 1/46th Inf, Co “C” for the
years 1969-70. Also I need the Unit
Crest for my dress uni form. Can any one
help?

Bud Gantney, 3042 E Hwy 104
Merced, CA 95340

ANY ONE WITH SIM I LAR
MED I CAL PROB LEMS

I’m try ing to lo cate vet er ans that
served with B and D Co. 4/31st, out of
LZ West and Si be ria dur ing the pe riod of 
June ‘70 to Dec ‘70. I have ques tions re -
lated to their cur rent health con di tions. I
want to know if their con di tion is sim i lar
to mine. Liver prob lems, Hodgekins’s
Dis ease, Di a be tes, and Hypothyroidism
or other med i cal prob lems. Thanks for
any help!!!

Dan Col lard
224 W Oak Dr.
Hurst, TX 76053
E-mail: Minihemi@aol.com

YEAR BOOK?
I am mail ing you on the be half of a

friend Ken neth Carlson of mine who
served with the 196th L.I.B. from Au gust 
1966 un til July 1967. He was wounded
in April 1967 by a mor tar. He has been
search ing for a book that con tains pic -
tures of the unit for the year that he
served (he calls it a year book). He did re -
ceive a book from ba sic train ing but he
would like to get one from when he was
in coun try. Do you know where he could 
pur chase one of these books. My e-mail
ad dress is dsum@earthlink.net                      
D. Suminski

I was a medic with H-Troop, 17th
Cav. (Americal Div.) at the end of 1969.
I would like to help any vets who are
look ing to get and stay so ber.  Please
visit us at: http://stayingsober.com
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Greet ings All,
We had a good re sponse to our mem ber ship / re union let ter. The money re ceived is

shown in both the Gen eral Fund and Life Mem ber ship statements as sep a rate items so
you can see the amount. Thanks to each of you for your re sponse of dues, do na tions, and
in for ma tion.

As a gen tle re minder, (in ad vance), al though the num bers look great at this time, as
you read this re port our gen eral fund has been depleated by the print ing of this news let ter
to ap prox i mately the $5000 mark, which is hardly enough to print the next news let ter.

Am I never sat is fied?? It is my wish to have work ing funds to keep the news let ter
com ing and the re unions hap pen ing. What I am think ing about, and am con cerned with,
is the fu ture. Think about where we will be is a few short years and how our money will
be come more lim ited. To me it is im per a tive that we build our funds now, that the As so -
ci a tion can sur vive. We are in vest ing the Life Mem ber funds for this rea son.

I am greatly ex cited about Get tys burg. We should have a great turn out. If you are
con sid er ing at tend ing but think you might not know any one, COME. At the end of the re -
union you will have made new friends and pos si bly have had the plea sure of see ing some
old ones.

The ac tiv i ties sched ule looks good and I am en cour aged to see them. To me, the fa -
vor ite ac tiv i ties hap pen in the hos pi tal ity room. Visiting and smil ing. I en joy the smiles.

I hope to see YOU there. Thanks and take care,     Ken Wright, Trea surer

GEN ERAL FUND

Bal ance brought for ward                                                         6450.79
De posits                                                                                   6579.34
Recd. from Mem ber ship let ter                                                 7884.50

                                                                                       To tal                         20914.63
EX PENSES:
News let ter print ing                     4946.90
Re union let ter print ing                996.10
Mailing                                        789.91
Post age                                       1339.22
Of fi cers meet ing                          218.04
           To tal                                 8290.97                Bal ance                    (12623.66)

EASY AC CESS (LIFE MEM BER FUND)
Bal ance brought for ward                                                       3152.56
In ter est                                                                                      32.67
De posits                                                                                 3006.84
Recd. from Mem ber ship let ter                                               7012.00
                                                                                To tal       13204.07      25827.73

IN VEST MENT SAVINGS
Invested at Ed ward Jones:          
FNMA Bonds                                                                        9728.10
Mu tual Funds                                                                         3943.80
Cash & Money Mar ket                                                          3304.76
                                                                                 To tal      16976.66    $42,804.39
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We have been most for tu nate in ob tain ing bits of his tor i cal mem o ra bilia on our dis tin -
guished or ga ni za tion, the most re cent be ing a plaque which hung on a cha pel in South
Viet Nam. 

We are look ing to en rich our knowl edge and ca ma ra de rie with our pre de ces sors in
this dis tin guished Bri gade and are ask ing for any pho tos the mem ber ship may have which 
show the cha pel and the plaque if pho tos ex ist. 

You are wel come to con tact me di rectly with any ques tions or con cerns re gard ing our
re quest or costs that may be in curred in ful fill ing our re quest. 

Costs, if any, would be paid pri mar ily from a do na tion by cur rent unit mem bers. 
Thank you in ad vance for any help you are able to ren der in our quest to pre serve our

com mon her i tage. 
To help iden tify the plaque, I will quote the in scrip tion.  

 "THIS CHA PEL WAS CON STRUCTED BY 
1ST PLT  D CO  9TH ENG BN  US MARINES

MEM BERS OF THE 196TH LIB
 AND CI VIL IAN LA BORERS OF SOUTH VIET NAM 

DED I CATED 24 DE CEM BER 1968"
CW3 Theresa R. Fer gu son, 196th IN Bde, Prop erty Book Of fi cer
(808) 438-1209 x 241

AC TIVE 196th IN FAN TRY BRIGADE
RE QUESTS HIS TOR I CAL PHOTOS

ED I TOR’S NOTES

Re mem ber when we were in the Army, and peo ple warned you not to vol un teer for
any thing... Run ning an or ga ni za tion like the 196th As so ci a tion is a lot of work. I hope ev -
ery one un der stands that things don’t al ways run as smoothly as we would all like. This
news let ter for ex am ple, prob a bly should have gone out in May, but the ef fort went into
the dues and re union let ter in stead. As you can see from the Trea surer’s re port it was a
great suc cess.

There are num ber of things that this or ga ni za tion does for its mem bers, and all of
them re quire some ef fort on the part of the of fi cers. Maybe there are some of you out
there that would be will ing to shoul der a little of the bur den in the com ing years. Yes
broth ers, I’m look ing for vol un teers!!

Bill Knight did most of the re union plan ning in the past. I helped out on at least two,
and War ren Neill is be ing bap tised in 2001 af ter help ing out on the last one. The job is a
huge one, with ho tel, tour, and speaker ar range ments. Mail ings and all the other plan ning. 
Does any one feel they have the am bi tion to tackle the year 2003? Give it some thought
and let us know.

The news let ter is a lot of fun for me, but I find it more and more dif fi cult to get the
time nec es sary to get it out on time. I could re ally use the help of some one with desk top
pub lish ing ex pe ri ence to assemble ar ti cles in elec tronic form. Let us know if you could
de vote some time to the As so ci a tion. We could re ally use your help.

Re gards, Ken McKenzie - Ed i tor
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CHOICE OF QUAL ITY
Jostens of fers you 4 dis tinct metal al loy cat e go ries: 10K, 14K, or 18K Yel low or White Gold, Lustrium, and Questra.

18K Gold is the ul ti mate pres tige metal, en joy its bril liance for a life time.

14K Gold is rich and el e gant with a du ra bil ity you'll ap pre ci ate.

10K Gold - our most pop u lar qual ity and an ex cel lent choice to com mem o rate your spe cial years.

Lustrium is an af ford able al ter na tive if you want the bright qual i ties of white gold.

Questra gives your ring a price less golden look and a bril liant sur face that is so du ra ble it car ries Jostens ex clu sive life -

time war ranty.

Which ever al loy you choose, each has out stand ing du ra bil ity and wearability char ac ter is tics - backed by Jostens rep u ta -

tion for qual ity.

JOSTENS FULL WAR RANTY
For The Life time Of The Ring

Ev ery Jostens Mil i tary Ring is de signed and crafted to ex act ing qual ity stan dards.

Jostens war rants the ring to be free from de fects of ma te rial and work man ship for the life of the ring. Any ring not

meet ing these stan dards will be re placed if nec es sary, with an iden ti cal ring with out charge.

In ad di tion, Jostens Full War ranty pro vides these spe cial ben e fits for the life of the ring with out charge:

Resizing will be per formed with out charge.

De fec tive or bro ken sim u lated stones will be re placed with out charge.

Re fin ishing will be per formed with out charge.

THE 196th RING
The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion has worked with Jostens to

cre ate a Pres tige Ring for Vet erans of the 196th. This ring will only be
avail able thru the 196th As so ci a tion
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196th
Light In fan try Bri gade

As so ci a tion
T-Shirt

$12.00 (in cludes ship ping) All pro ceeds go to the As so ci a tion
Fruit of the Loom, BEST, 50/50 all white T-Shirt
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MEM BER SHIP

Ev ery year, un for tu nately, we lose some of the mem bers on whose sup port we have
counted. We have al ways been able to in crease the mem ber ship slightly in spite of that
through en roll ment of new mem bers. But, while get ting new mem bers is ex tremely im -
por tant to us, it is far more im por tant that we re tain your in ter est and good will. So please 
take a min ute now to check your mail ing la bel. If your dues have ex pired or you have
never paid dues, fill out the re newal slip and send it back to us with your check. We re -
ally need you! Your re newal means that the next new mem ber ship we get will be the ex -
tra re source we badly need, not just a re place ment for some one ir re place able — you.

Name: _____________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________

Street: ____________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________State:_________________Zip:_____________________

Dates served in the 196th:     From: __________________________ To: ___________________________

Unit:  Bat/Reg _________________________ Com pany or Bat tery _______________ Pla toon____________

Ser vice #: _________________________  Date of Birth: _______________ E-mail:_____________________

                 I can not join at this time, but please add my name to the mail ing list.                     Ad dress Change

                  Mem ber ship Re newal                New Mem ber                  Life Mem ber      $_________  Do na tion

Dues are $20.00 for the year.                                                                Life time Mem ber ship: $196.00
I would like (num ber):

_______ Ad di tional Bumper Stickers @ $2.00 ea.                          _______ Ad di tional De cals @ $2.00 ea.

Not in cluded with mem ber ship pack age:

_______ La pel Pin @ $3.50 ea.      T-Shirt @ $12 each, (num ber of each size or dered) ____XXL, ____XL,  ____L,  ____M         
      

Fill out and re turn form with your re mit tance to:

196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion
Ken Wright, Trea surer
HC 65, Box 401
Rome, IN 47574 

You re ceive with your mem ber ship:

A membership card, one bumper sticker, and one window decal.



Pres i dent: Bill Knight
6068 S Augusta Coal St

Wins low, IN 47598-8970

(812) 789-2714

E-mail: BillKDianne@aol.com

Vice-President: War ren Neill
1215 Stu art Court

Cicero, IN 46034

(317) 984-3853

E-mail: neill@indy.net

Sec re tary: Eddie Zahn
N1199 Old US 8

Nor way, MI 49870

(906) 563-8788

Trea surer: Ken Wright
HC 65 Box 401

Rome, IN 47574

(812) 836-2036

E-mail: SgtKew@psci.net

Ed i tor: Ken McKenzie
4185 Col lins Road

Roch es ter, MI 48306

(248) 651-9027

E-mail ad dress: KenMcK196@aol.com

NEWS LETTER

HONORARY OFFICERS

Honorary President & Life Member: COL (Ret) Francis Conaty
Honorary Life Member: MOH COL (Ret) Charles Murray, Jr.

196th Light Infantry Brigade Association

OFFICERS

MEM BER SHIP AP PLI CA TION

Please make sure you fill in the ap pli ca tion com pletely. There are sev eral sim i lar
names on our mail ing list, so we need the old ad dress as well as the new ad dress if you
move.

There is a spot on the ap pli ca tion where you may des ig nate an ad di tional do na tion to
the As so ci a tion if you would like. Sev eral of our mem bers have asked to use this do na -
tion to pay some one’s dues who may not be able to af ford it. We have achieved
tax-exempt sta tus and all dues and con tri bu tions are now tax de duct able on your in come
tax.

Our tax ex empt sta tus also al lows us to take ad van tage of lower postal rates.

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL FOR YOUR DUES
EXPIRATION DATE!

JOIN NOW!!




