


BY-LAWS

Article I. Title
The As so ci a tion shall be known as the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion.

Article II. Aims and Objectives
Sec tion 1. To pre serve and fos ter the spirit of fel low ship among for mer and pos si ble fu ture mem bers of the
196th Light In fan try Bri gade, U.S. Army, and pro vide an or ga ni za tion through which they may unite in bonds
of com rade ship.

Sec tion 2. To com mem o rate the mem ory of sol diers who gave their lives in the ser vice of their coun try.

Sec tion 3. To sup port a na tional mil i tary that will pro mote sta bil ity and peace through out the world.

Sec tion 4. To fos ter pub lic un der stand ing and sup port of the United States Army.

Sec tion 5. To pro mote and per pet u ate those Army and unit tra di tions that con trib ute to es prit de corps and su pe -
rior per for mance of duty.

Article III. Membership
Sec tion 1. Mem ber ship in the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion shall be open to any sol dier, ac tive, re -
tired or hon or ably dis charged Vet eran, who served or was at tached to the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade dur ing
its ac tive ser vice.

Sec tion 2. Terms of Mem ber ship. Mem ber ship in the As so ci a tion shall re main in force so long as the mem ber
main tains cur rent sta tus by pay ment of pre scribed dues.

Article IV. Officers
Sec tion 1. Enu mer a tion. The Of fi cers of the As so ci a tion shall be a Pres i dent who shall be the Chief Ex ec u tive
Of fi cer, a Vice Pres i dent, a Sec re tary and a Trea surer.

Sec tion 2. Du ties. The Of fi cers of the As so ci a tion shall ad min is ter the af fairs of the As so ci a tion in ac cor dance
with the By-Laws.

Sec tion 3. Terms and Elec tion. The Pres i dent and the Vice Pres i dent shall be elected by the mem ber ship, as pro -
vided in these By-Laws. The terms of of fice of the Pres i dent and Vice Pres i dent shall be two (2) years, and they 
shall be el i gi ble for re elec tion. The other of fi cers shall be ap pointed by the Pres i dent.

Sec tion 4. Va can cies in Elec tive Of fices. If the Pres i dent va cates his of fice dur ing his term, the Vice Pres i dent
shall suc ceed thereto.

ON THE COVER: The North ern Ken tucky area along the Ohio River. The many at trac tions are shown, as well  as the prox im ity to
the Cincinnati area.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
January 2007

Happy New Year!  I hope ev ery one’s hol i days were as happy & healthy as pos si ble.

Well, we’re in side of 6 months til our next re union, this time in North ern Ken tucky
and I am get ting ex cited about be ing to gether with my broth ers once again.  The reg is tra -
tion ma te ri als are in this news let ter and on the website at www.196th.org.  We’ve got 444 
rooms re served (in clud ing over flow), so get on the phone and call that old buddy and tell
him to meet you at Fort Mitch ell, KY in July.  

Please be sure to read all of the ma te ri als and make your ho tel res er va tions and get
your con fir ma tion num ber be fore fill ing out and send ing in the reg is tra tion form with
your check.  

As time marches on I feel a tighter bond and deeper pull to have my broth ers around me.  To talk the talk about the
walk we walked.  To laugh, tell lies and feel that broth erly love to gether for a few days.  I look at each reg is tra tion form
as it co mes in to see if we have some one new who wants to join in the ca ma ra de rie at our re unions and to see who is com -
ing back again.  I’m re ally hop ing to con tinue our trend of in creased at ten dance.  We in creased from 380 at Get tys burg to
400 at Branson.  We in creased from 400 at Branson to 413 at San An to nio.  It would be ter rific to see us hit 425 or better
this time around.  

For those of you who at tend the Kokomo, IN Vet er ans Re union in Sep tem ber each year, I have pur chased Ron Da vis’
old OD travel trailer from his es tate and will re turn with it to the Kokomo re union this year.  Come on back to Charger
Base.  You’ll find a place for some great con ver sa tion, to grab a bite, a drink, or, if you need it, a place to flop!  We’ll be
there, just look for the flag!  If you never heard of Kokomo or just want more info about it, send me an email or catch me
at the re union in Fort Mitch ell.

Ken & I owe you an apol ogy, again, for not get ting the printed ma te ri als to you on a time lier ba sis.  It’s Ken’s fault!
Feel free to pun ish him se verely for it in July.  Se ri ously, we won’t try to make any ex cuses.  Life has a way of chang ing
your plans with out much re gard to what your plans may have been.  We will con tinue to do our best to get back on sched -
ule.  We thank you for your con tin ued sup port and un der stand ing.

I look for ward to see ing ev ery one in Ken tucky!
War ren Neill

MIS TAKE IN THE RE UNION BOOK

Hi War ren,

My name is Mar shall Hinton, D-2/1, and my wife is Linda Hinton.
For some rea son she was not iden ti fied in the 2005 Re union Al bum.

Mar shall and Linda Hinton

Mar shall,
I apol o gize for the omis sion and will def i nitely dis cuss this with the pho tog ra -
pher. I will make sure we re print your pic ture in the next news let ter, with
both names, so that mem bers can clip it out and put it in their al bums.
Please give my apol o gies to Linda. Carol and I look for ward to see ing you
both in North ern Ken tucky this year.

War ren
Pres i dent, 196th Association

http://www.196th.org
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Re union 2007

The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion’s 2007 re union will be at the Draw bridge Inn in Fort Mitch ell,
KY, Thur, 26 Jul – Sun, 29, Jul 2007.   The Draw bridge Inn is lo cated at 2477 Royal Dr, just off the But ter milk
Pike Exit (Exit 186) of I-75.   The di rect res er va tion num ber is 1-800-354-9793.  Tell them you are with the
196th Re union to re ceive the spe cial re union rate of $74.00 per night plus tax.  If you plan to ar rive early or stay
over, the spe cial rate will ap ply for 3 days prior and 3 days af ter the re union.  A free air port shut tle is avail able. 

You will find the Reg is tra tion Form, in for ma tion and ten ta tive sched ule in this news let ter.

Please take time to read all the information before you fill out the form.

**** Make Hotel Reservations First.****

**Place Confirmation Number on the Registration Form , then fill it out and send in with your check.**

We have booked the en tire ho tel and 60 rooms in a back-up ho tel just across the street.  The fa cil ity is big
enough to han dle our room re quire ment at an af ford able rate and has more than ad e quate hos pi tal ity, meet ing
and ban quet space, so ev ery thing will be on one site again for a change.

There will only be one tour of fered this year.  The tour will be to the Na tional Mu seum of the US Air Force
at Wright Patterson AFB in Dayton, OH.  Please see the Re union Info Sheet for a com plete de scrip tion of the
tour.  The tour will be on Fri day, 27 July with bus ses de part ing from the Re union Lobby at 0830.

There are many lo cal at trac tions that are eas ily ac ces si ble by pub lic trans por ta tion.  Please see the Re union
Info Sheet for com plete de scrip tion.

Our me mo rial this year will be held, on-site, im me di ately fol low ing the busi ness meet ing. 

We sug gest, and re quest, that you sched ule your per sonal, self-di rected sight see ing and at trac tion choices
dur ing the day and plan to spend most of the eve nings meet ing and so cial iz ing with your fel low Charg ers in our 
huge hos pi tal ity room.

Guess that about cov ers it.  We are re ally look ing for ward to hav ing a great time of fel low ship and ca ma ra -
de rie in North ern Ken tucky   We hope our re unions con tinue to grow and we hope to see you all there. 

War ren  Neill, Pres i dent / Bill Knight, Vice Pres i dent

196th FLAGS NOW AVAIL ABLE

We have lo cated a re li able flag maker to sup ply 196th Light In fan try Bri gade flags. These flags are all-weather, dou -
ble-sided, flags made from high qual ity ma te ri als. They come com plete with heavy duty out door hem and brass grom -
mets.

This flag has been per son ally tested by the As so ci a tion Pres i dent and has been flown 24/7 at his res i dence in In di ana
with no prob lems and min i mal fad ing. 

The flag is avail able thru the Association for $65.00 which in cludes ship ping and han dling.  Make checks pay able to – 
196th LIB Assn.

Or ders should be sent to: 196th LIB Assn, Ken Wright, Trea surer
8280 Hwy 66E,    Rome, IN  47574.
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AC TIVE 196TH MEM BERS DE PLOYED TO IRAQ

LTC Jeff Church here. I com mand 1-196 IN TSBn in Ha waii. Wanted to let you know that we have four sol diers from
the Bat tal ion de ployed to Iraq and re quest that you put their mail ing ad dress in the next As so ci a tion News let ter with a re -
quest for the mem bers to drop them a let ter or pack age in the mail. They'll be re turn ing about Feb 07. They were tasked to 
go and work train ing up Iraqi Se cu rity Forces.

Their names  are: 
MSG Rowe, MSG Frye, MAJ Steele and LTC Wil liam Oxtoby.
The ad dress for all is:
                                     (Their Name)                                
                                     c/o LTC Wil liam Oxtoby
                                     HQs 2BDE CDO SPTT
                                     FBO Un ion
                                     APO AE 09348
Ap pre ci ate your help in get ting the word out.
Jeff Church
196th As so ci a tion Life Member

AN OTHER OLD FRIEND LOOK ING

Dear Ken,
I've been look ing for a guy for a long time. His name is

Wil liam Forte, or Fort. Sorry, I don't re mem ber the cor rect
spell ing. He was with the orig i nal group. I went over with
him on the ad vance party, Au gust 5th, 1966. I think he
lived in Mass.

Hope to see you soon.
Sin cerely,
Don Maxfield
41 Planten Ave.
Pros pect Park, NJ 07508

LOOK ING FOR OLD FRIENDS

Dear Ken,
For many years now, at the re unions, I thought I'd run

into these peo ple, but no luck! I've al ways won dered what
hap pened to them. 

I was in the 196th, 2/1 HHC from 6/67 - 6/68. These
five men were with me the whole time. Please try and lo cate 
them for me.

Capt. Rob ert Catchinos
E7 Ger ald Ford
E3 Ger ald Trout
E6 James Fink
E4 Ron ald Scott "Scotty"

Thank you very much,

Har old "Hal" Kuehl
309 Park Ave. W
Princeton, IL 61356
815-875-1408

(Ed i tor's note: None of these names are on our ros ter.
Maybe some one out there can help Hal.)

DID ANY ONE KNOW TOM STRADMAN?

I am look ing for in for ma tion about a friend of mine -
Thomas Lee Stradtman, KIA Au gust 18, 1969, ground ca -
su alty, Quang Nam, South Viet nam. Stradtman was a mem -
ber of the 196th Light In fan try Brigade. He was from St.
Cloud, Min ne sota.

I'm in ter ested in what hap pened on the day he died -
what was the over all mis sion, what was his in di vid ual mis -
sion, how did he die?

Is there any pos si bil ity of con tact ing oth ers who were
there?

My e-mail is pehaley@ya hoo.com
Thank you for your time.

Pat Haley

(Ed i tor's note: SP4 Thomas Lee Stradtman was a mem -
ber of Co B, 4/31)
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The fol low ing ar ti cle from the Rapid City Jour nal, 10 April 05, was sent to the As so ci a tion by Larry Mayes, Col o nel, USAF (Re tired). Larry was a life long friend of
Bob "Chomp" Lewis, the fa ther in this story. 

STU DENT PRO JECT HELPS MAN FIND FA THER'S FAM ILY

STU DENT PRO JECT CON NECTS SON WITH HIS FA THER'S FAM ILY
-196TH WEBSITE MADE IT HAP PEN-

PI ERRE (AP) - A pro ject com pleted by a South Da -
kota sev enth-grader has helped link a Cal i for nia man
with the fa ther he never knew.

In the mid-1960s, when Rob ert Har ris' mother be -
came preg nant and was un wed, her fam ily sent her out
to South Da kota to have her baby.

Har ris, now of Sunnyvale, CA, said he knew his fa -
ther's name, Rob ert Rus sell Lewis, and that he had
died Jan u ary 10, 1968, but did n't know much more
about him. As he started look ing for in for ma tion, he
found his fa ther's name on the Viet nam Vet er ans Me -
mo rial and dis cov ered he had served with the 196th
Light In fan try Bri gade.

With that in for ma tion, he went on-line and found
that the 196th As so ci a tion had a web site and a fo rum
for dis cus sions.

He posted a mes sage on Feb ru ary 20, 2004 ask ing if 
any one had in for ma tion on his fa ther.

"I soon re ceived re plies from some who had served
with my fa ther, though none knew him well," Har ris
said.

He was also di rected to the book "Through the Val -
ley, Viet nam 1967-1968," which in cluded a de scrip -
tion of in ju ries his fa ther had recieved.

"Be tween the book and the other com mu ni ca tions, I 
got a pretty good idea of the con di tions un der which
my fa ther served, but lit tle about the na ture of the man
him self," Har ris said.

En ter Shir ley Swanson's sev enth-grade read ing
class at Stan ley County Mid dle School. In Feb ru ary
2005, she gave her stu dents an as sign ment to re search
fallen heroes. Stu dent Christa Wolf was to do a re port
on a Pi erre, SD Army lieu ten ant, Rob ert Rus sell
Lewis.

With her teacher's help, Christa tracked down
Lewis' sis ters, Ruth Cassel and Linda Guern sey of
Bro ken Bow, Ne braska. Christa also found that Lewis
had grown up in Pi erre, was the son of Rus sell and El -
len Lewis, had en tered the U.S. Army in 1967 and was 
sent to Viet nam the same year.

While on an in fan try pa trol in Jan u ary 1968, Lewis
was wounded by gre nade frag ments and died of com -
pli ca tions from those wounds five days later. But in
fur ther re search, teacher Swanson found Har ris' post -

ing on the 196th guestbook mes sage board.
It read:
"I am look ing for any one who served with 1st Lt.

Rob ert Rus sell Lewis of the 196th. He was born and
raised in Pi erre, South Da kota, and killed in ac tion
Jan 10, 1968. I am his son, and know lit tle of his life
and noth ing of his ser vice or death. Thank you."

Teacher Swanson and her stu dent Christa were un -
aware that Lewis had a son.

"I thought it was a lit tle strange that we had found
this man that was Lewis' son, and his sis ters had n't said 
any thing about him," Christa said.

Swanson then had to de cide whether to give the in -
for ma tion to Lewis' re main ing fam ily. Even tu ally, she
phoned Lewis' sis ters to tell them about the 196th web
site post ing.

Ruth Cassel, Lewis's sis ter said, "Need less to say,
Linda and I were a lit tle shocked and al most in de nial.
We ques tioned his true iden tity.'What did he want?'
was the next ques tion."

A few days later, Cassel and her sis ter Linda
e-mailed Har ris.

"I was sur prised and de lighted to find mail from my 
aunts in my in-box. They have been wel com ing, cu ri -
ous and kind," Har ris said.

Since the dis cov ery, Har ris has be come ac quainted
with his aunts through phone calls and more e-mail.
They hope to meet in per son at some point.

"We are thrilled to know there is a liv ing link to our 
brother," Cassel said. "We are truly ex cited about find -
ing a new nephew, and al though we do not have a time 
set, we plan to see each other in the fu ture."

VISIT THE WEB SITE 

Visit the 196th web site and read the guestbook en tries
at  www.196th.org

Many friends have been re united through these post ings, 
and the com ments and sto ries are fas ci nat ing. 

The ex am ple re lated in the above ar ti cle is only one of
the "hits" that have been ac com plished over the years. 

There has even been a pa per writ ten about how the post -
ings have en hanced the heal ing for vets of the 196th. Your
sup port of the As so ci a tion have made all this pos si ble.
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I don't have a li cense plate to send for the News let ter,
how ever I thought that it might be in ter est ing to send you 
my trib ute to the 196th C, 4/31.
The car is what is known as a "Baby Grand" race car,
which un til just re cently I drove on the race tracks here in 
Alaska.
The mil i tary pres ence in Alaska is one of the most stra te -
gic in our great coun try and it was, and is, an honor to
rep re sent the unit here.
Joe DesGranges

From: Den nis Weaver, A, 4/31

My call sign in F-Troop was Light ning 34
Delta. I was driver of the 34 Track,
hence the 34DLTA.
I was in 3rd Pla toon, F-Troop, 17th Cav,
196 LIB, May '67 to May '68.
Charles G. Fries III

From: Tom Nash

 :morF

 knarF

apracS

196th Li cense plate is sued by the State 
of Alaska. Mine is the first in the state.
Neil Hannan
A, 3/21 "68

Mo tor cy cle and truck plates.
From: Danny Phillips

Mo tor cy cle and truck plates.
From: Ken McKenzie, Ed i tor

From: Chuck Huebschen
F-17-CAV-2nd Plt, 1965 - 1967

From: Lee Zeddies
Co. C, 2/1 + Co. C, 3/21, 1972

From: Don Maxfield

SHOW ING OUR PRIDE
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AN NOUNCE MENTS
CHANGE OF COM MAND FOR AC TIVE DUTY 196th ON 7/19/06

COL Tom Guthrie grad u ated from Bucknell Uni ver sity in 1985 and fol low ing the In fan try Of fi -
cers Ba sic Course, as sumed du ties as Pla toon Leader and Com pany XO in the 2nd In fan try Di vi -
sion, Ko rea. In 1987, he was then as signed to Bravo Com pany, 2nd Ranger Bat tal ion, Ft Lewis,
WA and again served as a Pla toon Leader and Com pany XO.

Af ter the In fan try Of fi cer’s Ad vanced Course in 1990, he served as Com mander, A Co, 4th
Ranger Train ing Bat tal ion, Ft Benning, Geor gia be fore re join ing the Ranger Reg i ment in 1991.
Dur ing this tour, LTC Guthrie served as a Reg i men tal Plans/Ex er cises Of fi cer, then Bat tal ion As -
sis tant S3 and Char lie Com pany Com mander in the 1st Ranger Bat tal ion, Hunter Army Air field,
Geor gia. 

Upon com ple tion of the Com mand and Gen eral Staff Col lege in 1996, he served as a Bat tal ion
S3, the Di vi sion’s Chief of Op er a tions and Bri gade S3 in the 10th Moun tain Di vi sion, Ft Drum,
NY. He then served at PERSCOM from 1999-2001 as the In fan try Branch as sign ment of fi cer for
Ma jors and was the Chief of As sign ments for Com bat Arms Di vi sion.

He com manded 2-27 IN at Schofield Bar racks, Ha waii, 2001-2003 and then served as one of the 
In fan try Task Force Se nior Ob server/Con trol lers at Ft Polk, LA, 2003-2004. COL Guthrie at -
tended the Na val War Col lege, 2004-2005 and be fore as sum ing bri gade com mand served as the
TRADOC LNO to the United States Ma rine Corps at Quantico, VA from 2005-2006.

COL Guthrie pos sesses all the nor mal awards, dec o ra tions and badges com mon to a ca reer in -
fan try officer.

His family includes his wife of 15 years and two children.

The ac tive duty 196th in vites any for mer mem ber to visit if you are in Ha waii. The 196th is sta tioned at Fort Shafter,
in Ho no lulu on the is land of Oahu
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196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion
2007 Fort Mitch ell Ken tucky Re union

Thurs day, 26 July      Reg is tra tion                                        Re union Lobby                          1200 -1900
                                  Self Guided At trac tions                      North ern KY/Cincinnati area    All Day

                                       Hos pi tal ity Room                               Can ter bury Hall                         1200 - 2400
                                  Pho tos                                                 Re union Lobby                          1200 - 2100

Fri day, 27 July          Reg is tra tion                                        Re union Lobby                          1200 - 1900
                                  USAF Mu seum Tour                          Re union Lobby                          0830 - 1700
                                  Self Guided At trac tions                      North ern KY/Cincinnati area    All Day
                                  Hos pi tal ity Room                               Can ter bury Hall                         1200 - 2400
                                  Pho tos                                                 Re union Lobby                          1500 - 2100

Sat ur day, 28 July      Mem ber ship Meet ing and Me mo rial  Tu dor Room/Lon don Hall         0900 - 1030
                                  Pho tos                                                 Re union Lobby                          1030 - 1400
                                  Hos pi tal ity Room                               Can ter bury Hall                         1200 - 1600
                                  Cock tails (Cash Bar)                           Lon don Hall                               1800 - 1900
                                  Din ner w/Guest Speaker                     Lon don Hall                               1900 - 2000
                                  Mu sic & Danc ing                               (DJ-Rich "Doc" Mosher)           2100 - 2400

Sunday, 29 July         Chap lain Ser vice                                 Tu dor Room/Lon don Hall         0900 - 0930
                                  Check Out                                                                                              Prior to Noon

For Our Mem bers Who Choose To Drive Their RV Or Camper

Fol low ing is a list of RV Parks and Camp grounds within 30 miles of the Draw bridge Inn at 2477 Royal Dr, Ft Mitch -
ell, KY.

We have pro vided only those camp grounds in KY due to the con tin ual traf fic has sles in volved in com mut ing
from Ohio and In di ana.

The list is pro vided for your con ve nience.  We have no agree ments with these fa cil i ties.  You must make your own 
plans and res er va tions.

KOA Camp ground
3315 Dixie Hwy
Erlanger, KY
859-428-2000
3 miles

Oak Creek Camp ground
Hwy 16 & Oak Creek Rd
Walton, KY
859-485-9131
11 miles

Big Bone Lick State Park
3380 Bea ver Rd
Un ion, KY
859-384-4267
14 miles

River Ridge Park
8637 Lower River Rd
Burlington, KY
859-586-7282
15 miles

I-75 Camper Vil lage
940 Curry Ln
Dry Ridge, KY
606-824-5836
24 miles

Kincaid Lake State Park
565 Kincaid Park Rd
Fal mouth, KY
859-654-3531
30 miles
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 REG IS TRA TION FORM
196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion Re union

 *****Make Ho tel Res er va tions First*****  Call the Draw bridge Inn di rect at 1-800-354-9793.  Tell them
you are with the 196th LIB Re union to re ceive the spe cial re union rate of $74 per night plus tax.  If you plan to
ar rive early or stay over, the spe cial rate will ap ply for 3 days prior and 3 days af ter the re union.  Free air port
shut tle. 

Ho tel Res er va tion Con fir ma tion#_____________ 

Last Name:_____________________________ First Name:_________________________________
  
Spouse or Guest Name:___________________________________________

Ad dress:___________________________City:__________________State:________Zip:_________

Home Phone:_______________ Work Phone:_______________ E-Mail_______________________

Unit:_____________________________________ Dates of Ser vice ___________________________

RE UNION REG IS TRA TION FEE:
  ( Mem ber & Pri mary Guest/Spouse Only)                 Num ber of Peo ple :_____ x $15.00 = _______
   (Reg is tra tion fee helps de fray costs of pro grams, speak ers,  gifts, name badges & wel come pack ets)

MEM ORY BOOK – 2007 Re union Mem o ries      #Books____x $25.00 =______
    (Pro fes sional pho tos will be taken dur ing the en tire event to in clude in di vid ual and group shots)

FRI DAY TRIP TO USAF MU SEUM WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB, OH:  
8:30am – 5pm        NOTE:  Pic ture ID or Pass port re quired to en ter Air Base

Round Trip by Air Con di tioned Tour Bus - $25.00 per seat.         #Seats_____x $25.00=_________

For mo tor ized wheel chair/scooter ac cess please in di cate here (      )

Tour Guides (re tired USAF) will board bus ses upon ar rival at the Air Base and stay with the bus group
through out the visit.  Ad mis sion is free.  Lunch on your own at the Mu seum Caf e te ria.   NOTE: Caf e te ria does
not take credit cards! 

SAT UR DAY BAN QUET:  6:00pm – 9:00pm        Num ber of Peo ple:______x $25.00 = _________   

Ban quet with Spe cial Guest Speaker.  Dress is Busi ness Ca sual.   Cock tail Hour:  6:00pm – 7:00pm  
Mu sic & Danc ing with DJ “Doc” Mosher:  9:00pm – Mid night.

Mem ber ship cur rent?  No?  Do it now!  An nual - $20.00 / Life - $196.00  Dues en closed = _________

Make check pay able to:  196th LIB As so ci a tion                                       TO TAL:        $ ____________

Send Reg is tra tion Form with check to:   War ren Neill,  PO Box 434,  Cicero, IN  46034

Reg is tra tion Dead line – Fri day, 15 June 2007

Any Ques tions Con tact:  War ren Neill – 317-984-3853/email – grunt196@insightbb.com
                                        Bill Knight – 812-789-2714/email – billkdianne@aol.com



10

LO CAL AT TRAC TIONS
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Re union Info Sheet

North ern Ken tucky calls it self  “The South ern Side of Cincinnati.”  We are go ing to soak up some of that South ern
Hos pi tal ity dur ing our 2007 Re union.  There’s some thing for ev ery one in the North ern KY/Cincinnati area.

The Tran sit Au thor ity of North ern KY (TANK) pro vides bus ser vice Mon day thru Fri day from the door step of the
Draw bridge Inn to the Tran sit Cen ter in Covington, KY where you can trans fer to the “Southbank Shut tle” which will
take you to most of the at trac tions in North ern KY and some in Cincinnati.  The “Southbank Shut tle” runs on the week -
ends.  Sched ules and maps will be pro vided in your reg is tra tion pack ets.

The NKY at trac tions are –

The New port Aquar ium – A 100,000 sq foot aquar ium with acrylic tubes that you can stroll thru and come face to face 
with some of the most ex otic sea life in the world, a ter rific pen guin ex hibit and a tidal pool area where you can ac tu ally
pet a shark!

New port on the Levee – An ex cit ing riverfront Town Square with more than 10 res tau rants, unique shops, art gal lery,
Com edy Club, 20 screen AMC Cin ema and Gameworks Video World.  It is ad ja cent to the Aquar ium.  Or you could walk 
across the Ohio River on the “Pur ple Peo ple Bridge”.

Hofbrauhaus – New port – Res tau rant and Bier Hall – It’s Wunderbar!!  The first au then tic Hofbrauhaus in Amer ica
mod eled af ter the orig i nal in Mu nich, Ger many.  It of fers the beer, the food and the Ger man fun known as “Ge mut lich -
keit” that is fa mous the world over.  The beer is brewed on site.  The food is au then tic Ger man meats pre pared by lo cal
Ger man butch ers and the breads and Ba var ian Pret zels are baked fresh daily by lo cal Ger man bak ers,

Mainstrasse Vil lage – The home of Old World charm and new world fun.  It is part of Covington’s Ger man her i tage
and con tains over 60 unique shops, res tau rants, bars and busi nesses in a his toric set ting.  See the clock tower and the
Goose Girl Foun tain in this richly his toric area.

On the Cincinnati side –

The Great Amer i can Ball park & Cincinnati Reds Hall of Fame & Mu seum – If you are a base ball fan, you can’t miss
this!

The Na tional Un der ground Rail road Free dom Cen ter – You will find, as you tour the ex hib its, that the Free dom Cen ter 
is much more than a mu seum and cul tural cen ter.  The Free dom Cen ter re veals sto ries about free dom’s heroes, from the
era of the Un der ground Rail road to con tem po rary times, chal leng ing and in spir ing ev ery one to take cou ra geous steps for
free dom to day.  There is much to see and hear.  Al low at least 3 hours to max i mize your ex pe ri ence.

These at trac tions are not ac ces si ble us ing TANK or the Southside Shut tle but are well worth con sid er ing –

Cincinnati Mu seum Cen ter at Un ion Ter mi nal – Opened in 1933, Un ion Ter mi nal cov ers 500,000 square feet and  is
one of the coun try’s most spec tac u lar ex am ples of Art Deco.  It has been re stored to its orig i nal gran deur and now houses
3 fine mu se ums and an IMAX the ater.  The mu se ums are the Cincinnati His tory Mu seum, Cinergy Chil dren’s Mu seum
and the Mu seum of Nat u ral His tory and Sci ence.

Of course there is also Par a mount Kings Is land and Co ney Is land Park for fam ily fun.

There’s also a Pre mier An tique Mall in Flor ence, KY.  Just a few min utes south on I-75 from the ho tel.
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*****TOUR*****

The Na tional Mu seum of the US Air Force

NOTE:  Due to the in creased se cu rity at mil i tary fa cil i ties since 9/11 and the Global War On Ter ror (GWOT), it is
now a re quire ment to pres ent a Pic ture ID or Pass port to en ter the Air Base.

Round trip tour by Air Con di tioned Mo tor Coaches.  Coaches will de part from the Re union Lobby Area at 0830 and
are sched uled to re turn at 1700.  The cost is $25 per seat.  Ad mis sion to the Mu seum is free.  The trip is ap prox i mately 90
min utes each way.  You will have plenty of time to see ev ery thing.

The USAF mu seum is the larg est and old est
mil i tary avi a tion mu seum in the world.  This
unique mu seum tells the ex cit ing story of avi a -
tion de vel op ment from the days of the Wright
Broth ers in Kitty Hawk to the pres ent.  300 air -
craft and missles and thou sands of ar ti facts in -
clud ing per sonal mem o ra bilia, uni forms and
pho to graphs tell the story through Viet nam. 
The Space Gal lery con tains space suits, cap sules 
and other space items in clud ing a moon rock.  

Sit in a jet cock pit, see the lat est Stealth fighter, walk through the
cargo bay of a C-124.  Go to the Pres i den tial Air craft han gar and tour
the Air Force One planes of 6 pres i dents.

Tour Guides (Re -
tired USAF) will board
bus ses upon ar rival at
the Air Base and will stay with the bus group through out the visit.

Lunch will be on your own at the Mu seum Caf e te ria.  CASH ONLY. 
Caf e te ria does not ac cept checks or credit cards.

  

196th WEB SITE

The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion has its own Internet do main. Please visit the website at:
       www.196th.org



13

We of ten are not no ti fied of a mem bers pass ing un til we get a no tice from the Post Of fice. If you have any in for ma tion
on the death of a 196th Brother, please send it to the Ed i tor.

Barilla, John (Twister John),  July 9, 2006, A Bat, 3/82 Arty, 1965-67. John was a Life Mem ber of the 196th As so -
ci a tion and will be missed by all. "Zeke" Zemke writes, "His wife, Marlenne, said he died in his sleep peace fully. I
saw him Fri day and he said he had his good and bad days, but was in no pain. He will surely be missed. We had a lot
of good times." John lived in Elmwood Park, IL.

Paulin, Dan iel R., Aug 20, 2004, 156th Sig nal, 1968, His brother Matt writes, "Dan died from a stroke. His health
was bad since his re turn from Viet nam in 1968. The VA told him sev eral times that his ill nesses were n't ser vice re -
lated, which was hard to be lieve since he was re ally healthy be fore he went there. I know he felt that he be longed to
your group be cause he was look ing up his old Nam bud dies be fore he died." Dan lived in Milpitas, CA.

Bengiovanni, Carlo, March 2006, Com pany A, 8th Sup port Bat, 1965-67. Carlo's son, Ian Roche, wrote that his fa -
ther had suf fered a se vere stroke and , "I was won der ing if you could send out a prayer or a mes sage in the news let ter
that he loved." Carlo lived in Carmichael, CA.

Gayheart, Ralph, July 28, 2004, Com pany D, 4/31, 1965-67. Jon a than Lewis writes, "I've been try ing to get hold of
some of the guys in the AT-Pla toon, 106mm, of D Com pany (4/31) for the next re union and came across a de ceased
com rade. Ralph was in the orig i nal 196th from Fort Devens, ei ther in A or B Com pany in ba sic and AIT, then went
into Delta for the re main der of his ser vice. He died from a heart at tack on July 28. He had two Pur ple Hearts while
with us in Viet nam."

Thomp son, Jo seph J. SGM (Re tired), July 25, 2005, HQ 3/82 Arty, 1968-69. Joe's brother Ernie writes, "While Joe
never spoke much about Viet nam, I do know he was proud of the time he spent with the 196th. He served in Ko rea,
Viet nam, and was re called to ac tive duty dur ing Desert Storm and prob a bly would have served dur ing Iraqi Free dom if 
he were able." Joe was a mem ber of the As so ci a tion and lived in Mel bourne, FL.

TAPS

196th MIAs RE TURN

1Lt. Fred Ransbottom, Snoopy 6
Pfc. William E. “Skip” Skivington

Ser vices for our 2 Heroes, 2/1 Inf. Home af ter 38 years of be ing MIA at the Bat tle of Kham Duc, Moth ers Day,
May 12, 1968. 

The Fam ily of 1Lt. Fred er ick J. Ransbottom an nounced that 
ser vices will be held:
Jan u ary 12, 2007

Fri day Eve ning - Vis i ta tion for Fam ily and Friends:
6:30 - 9:00 (May be changed for 1 hour ear lier)
Baggerly Fu neral Home
930 S Broad way
Edmond, OK 73013
405-341-3737

Jan u ary 13, 2007
Sat ur day:
Henderson Hills Church
1200 E I-35 Front age Road

Edmond, OK 73034, 405-341-4639
1:00 Ser vice, 
Me mo rial Park Cem e tery
13400 N Kelley
Oklahoma City, OK 73131

The Fam ily of Pfc. Wil liam E. “Skip” Skivington, Jr., an -
nounced that ser vices will be held:
Jan u ary 23, 2007

1:00 PM,
Fort Myers Cha pel,
Arlington Na tional Cem e tery.
Mil i tary Hon ors will be ren dered grave side.
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CHOICE OF QUAL ITY

Jostens of fers you 4 dis tinct metal al loy cat e go ries: 10K, 14K, or 18K Yel low or White Gold, Lustrium, and Questra.

18K Gold is the ul ti mate pres tige metal, en joy its bril liance for a life time.

14K Gold is rich and el e gant with a du ra bil ity you'll ap pre ci ate.

10K Gold - our most pop u lar qual ity and an ex cel lent choice to com mem o rate your spe cial years.

Lustrium is an af ford able al ter na tive if you want the bright qual i ties of white gold.

Questra gives your ring a price less golden look and a bril liant sur face that is so du ra ble it car ries Jostens ex clu sive life -

time war ranty.

Which ever al loy you choose, each has out stand ing du ra bil ity and wearability char ac ter is tics - backed by Jostens rep u -

ta tion for qual ity.

JOSTENS FULL WAR RANTY

For The Life time Of The Ring

Ev ery Jostens Mil i tary Ring is de signed and crafted to ex act ing qual ity stan dards.

Jostens war rants the ring to be free from de fects of ma te rial and work man ship for the life of the ring. Any ring not

meet ing these stan dards will be re placed if nec es sary, with an iden ti cal ring with out charge.

In ad di tion, Jostens Full War ranty pro vides these spe cial ben e fits for the life of the ring with out charge:

Resizing will be per formed with out charge.

De fec tive or bro ken sim u lated stones will be re placed with out charge.

Re fin ishing will be per formed with out charge.

THE 196th RING
The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion has worked with Jostens to cre ate a Pres tige Ring for Vet erans of

the 196th. This ring will only be avail able thru the 196th As so ci a tion

Name______________________________________________________

Street______________________________________________________

City____________________________ State______ Zip_____________

Tel. Number________________________________________________

Send Orders To:

196th Light Infantry Brigade Association
c/o Ken Wright
8280 Hwy 66 E.
Rome, IN 47574

196th ORDER FORM
White Lustrum....................$165.00
Questra..............................$209.00

10 Karat YellowGold.........$330.00
14 Karat Yellow Gold........$425.00
18 Karat Yellow Gold........$560.00

10 Karat White Gold..........$335.00
14 Karat White Gold..........$430.00
18 Karat White Gold..........$565.00

Engraving (inside ring)

(3) Initials

Full Name (or other)
21 LETTERS & SPACES

(FREE)

add $14.00

Stones Smooth           Facet

Garnet (Jan)
Amethyst (Feb)
Aquamarine (Mar)

Infantry MP Crossed Pistols Artillery Crossed Bayonets

White Spinel (Apr)
Shamrock (May)
Alexandrite (Jun)

Ruby (Jul)
Peridot (Aug)
Fire Blue (Sept)

Rose Zircon (Oct)
Topaz (Nov)
Blue Zircon (Dec)

Black Onyx
Mother of Pearl

Encrusting on Stones (available on smooth stones only)..................................................................................add $14.00

Finger Size
Your correct ring size may be 
obtained at a jewelry store.

Sub Total

6% State Tax

Shipping

Total

ALL BIRTHSTONES ARE SIMULATED
 Sales Tax Must Be Added

Order Must Have Finger Size 10.00
Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.
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IT'S TIME TO START PRESERVING OUR VIETNAM HISTORY
(This Charger newspaper was sent in by Paul Flynn)
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Name: _____________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________

Street:____________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________State:_________________Zip:_____________________

Dates served in the 196th:     From: __________________________ To: ___________________________

Unit:  Bat/Reg _________________________ Com pany or Bat tery _______________ Pla toon____________

Ser vice #: _________________________  Date of Birth: _______________ E-mail:_____________________

       q I can not join at this time, but please add my name to the mail ing list.              q Ad dress Change

       q Mem ber ship Re newal             q New Mem ber               q Life Mem ber      $_________  Do na tion

Dues are $20.00 for the year.                                                                Life time Mem ber ship: $196.00
I would like (num ber):

_______ Ad di tional Bumper Stickers @ $2.00 ea.                          _______ Ad di tional De cals @ $2.00 ea.

Not in cluded with mem ber ship pack age:

_______ La pel Pin @ $3.50 ea.     T-Shirt @ $12 each, (num ber of each size or dered) ____XXL, ____XL,  ____L,  ____M         
      

Fill out and re turn form with your re mit tance to:

196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion
Ken Wright, Trea surer
8280 Hwy 66 E
Rome, IN 47574 

MEM BER SHIP

Ev ery year, un for tu nately, we lose
some of the mem bers on whose sup port
we have counted. We have al ways been
able to in crease the mem ber ship slightly in 
spite of that through en roll ment of new
mem bers. But, while get ting new mem bers 
is ex tremely im por tant to us, it is far more
im por tant that we re tain your in ter est and
good will. So please take a min ute now to
check your mail ing la bel. If your dues
have ex pired or you have never paid dues,
fill out the re newal slip and send it back to
us with your check. We re ally need you! 

You re ceive with your mem ber ship: 
A mem ber ship card, one bumper
sticker, and one win dow de cal.

CHECK YOUR
 MAILING LA BEL

FOR YOUR
 DUES EX PI RA TION DATE

LO CA TOR SER VICE

The 196th LIB As so ci a tion will search its da ta base, on re quest, to at tempt to lo cate bud dies you may want to find.
Sim ply send a writ ten or e-mail re quest to War ren Neill, President, stat ing the name if you know it. We can also do a
search by unit and year. State the Com pany, Bat tal ion, and year(s) to search. We will send you a print-out of up to ten
names re turned by the search. If the search re turns more than ten names, we will just send you the names with out ad -
dresses. Look over the list to see if you want to get in touch with any one, and we will send you those ad dresses.

The pur pose of not send ing long lists of names and ad dresses is to pro tect the mail ing list from pos si ble com mer cial
ex ploi ta tion. We have spent a lot of time and ef fort build ing our mem ber da ta base and do not want it used in dis crim i -
nately.

We cur rently have over 4,000 names on our mail ing list so maybe we can help you find that long lost buddy.
You can also leave a mes sage on the 196th Website Guestbook at: www.196th.org to search for friends or in for ma -

tion. Make sure you leave con tact in for ma tion such as an e-mail ad dress, home ad dress, or phone num ber. When leav ing
an e-mail ad dress, use “at” in stead of the @ sign to pre vent spammers from get ting your e-mail ad dress. 

ED I TOR’S NOTE

It still has n’t been easy get ting ma te rial to fill a news let ter. If any one has a good story they would like to get pub -
lished, please send it in. When send ing in a story, make sure you in di cate that you would like it pub lished. I some times
get sto ries sent by email that do not in di cate who they are from, or if it is OK to pub lish them. Sto ries are best if they can
be told in two pages of the news let ter (800 words), and if they have pic tures ac com pa ny ing them.

Ken McKenzie, Ed i tor
(ad dress and e-mail in side back cover)



President: War ren Neill
PO Box 434

Cicero, IN 46034

(317) 984-3853

E-mail: Pres i dent196@196th.org

Vice-President: Bill Knight
6068 S Augusta Coal St

Wins low, IN 47598

(812) 789-2714

E-mail: VicePres196@196th.org

Sec re tary: Eddie Zahn
N1199 Old US 8

Nor way, MI 49870

(906) 563-8788

Email: Sec re tary196@196th.org

Trea surer: Ken Wright
8280 Hwy 66 E

Rome, IN 47574

(812) 836-2036

E-mail: Trea surer196@196th.org

Ed i tor: Ken McKenzie
PO Box 84

Eaton, NH 03832

(603) 447-8902

E-mail ad dress: Ed i tor196@196th.org

NEWS LETTER

HONORARY OFFICERS

Honorary President & Life Member: COL (Ret) Francis Conaty
Honorary Life Member: MOH COL (Ret) Charles Murray, Jr.

196th Light Infantry Brigade Association

OFFICERS

MEM BER SHIP AP PLI CA TION

Please make sure you fill in the ap pli ca tion com pletely. There are sev eral sim i lar names on our mail ing list, so we need 
the old ad dress as well as the new ad dress if you move.

There is a spot on the ap pli ca tion where you may des ig nate an ad di tional do na tion to the As so ci a tion if you would
like. Sev eral of our mem bers have asked to use this do na tion to pay some one’s dues who may not be able to af ford it. We
have achieved tax-ex empt sta tus and con tri bu tions are now tax de duct ible on your in come tax.

Our tax ex empt sta tus also al lows us to take ad van tage of lower postal rates.

Rev. Ed Griffin 
Of fice phone: 317-850-4339

E-mail is: Chaplain06@comcast.net

              CHAPLAIN

196th AS SO CI A TION
TAX EX EMPT STATUS

The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion has re ceived tax ex empt sta tus. This means that con tri bu tions
are tax de duct ible on your in come tax.

We are also able to re duce mail ing costs as a tax ex empt or ga ni za tion.
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