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BY-LAWS

Article I. Title
The As so ci a tion shall be known as the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion.

Article II. Aims and Objectives
Sec tion 1. To pre serve and fos ter the spirit of fel low ship among for mer and pos si ble fu ture mem bers of the
196th Light In fan try Bri gade, U.S. Army, and pro vide an or ga ni za tion through which they may unite in bonds
of com rade ship.

Sec tion 2. To com mem o rate the mem ory of sol diers who gave their lives in the ser vice of their coun try.

Sec tion 3. To sup port a na tional mil i tary that will pro mote sta bil ity and peace through out the world.

Sec tion 4. To fos ter pub lic un der stand ing and sup port of the United States Army.

Sec tion 5. To pro mote and per pet u ate those Army and unit tra di tions that con trib ute to es prit de corps and su pe -
rior per for mance of duty.

Article III. Membership
Sec tion 1. Mem ber ship in the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion shall be open to any sol dier, ac tive, re -
tired or hon or ably dis charged Vet eran, who served or was at tached to the 196th Light In fan try Bri gade dur ing
its ac tive ser vice.

Sec tion 2. Terms of Mem ber ship. Mem ber ship in the As so ci a tion shall re main in force so long as the mem ber
main tains cur rent sta tus by pay ment of pre scribed dues.

Article IV. Officers
Sec tion 1. Enu mer a tion. The Of fi cers of the As so ci a tion shall be a Pres i dent who shall be the Chief Ex ec u tive
Of fi cer, a Vice Pres i dent, a Sec re tary and a Trea surer.

Sec tion 2. Du ties. The Of fi cers of the As so ci a tion shall ad min is ter the af fairs of the As so ci a tion in ac cor dance
with the By-Laws.

Sec tion 3. Terms and Elec tion. The Pres i dent and the Vice Pres i dent shall be elected by the mem ber ship, as pro -
vided in these By-Laws. The terms of of fice of the Pres i dent and Vice Pres i dent shall be two (2) years, and they 
shall be el i gi ble for re elec tion. The other of fi cers shall be ap pointed by the Pres i dent.

Sec tion 4. Va can cies in Elec tive Of fices. If the Pres i dent va cates his of fice dur ing his term, the Vice Pres i dent
shall suc ceed thereto.

ON THE COVER: The Tay Ninh bridge, with Nui Ba Den in the back ground. This photo was taken in April 2010, dur ing a trip back
to Viet nam by four bud dies from Char lie Com pany, 4/31. The pho tog ra pher's lo ca tion is just about where the old mar ket used to stick
out over the river. It has been re moved to a new lo ca tion and the area is now a park.



1

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hello Charger Fam ily,

I re ally don’t know how to de scribe the turn out at Buf falo for our last re union other 
than to say, “Wow”!!   Our tour op er a tor put to gether ter rific tours of both the Amer i -
can and Ca na dian sides of the Fal ls.  Only one bus had a pr ob lem and that was a com -
pletely in no cent mis take on the part of one of our mem bers.  He re cently had a med i cal 
pro ce dure that l eft some re sid ual ra di a tion in his  body that the s can ners picked up
through the bus walls.  I t was a small di ver sion that truly proved the qual ity and value
of the scan ners used to keep our bor ders safe. 

We had our larg est turn out to date and as far as I can tell a good tim e was had by
all.  I’m glad I could sur prise the mem ber ship with the a p pear ance of Terence Knox of “Tour of Duty”.  Terry
came a day early so he could ha ng out with the r eal sol diers of the 196 th LIB.  I’m not sure who was m ore im -
pressed, Terry or the mem bers.  He gave a heart felt, emo tional speech that showed that he was truly hum bled to
be in the pres ence of “the real  deal”, as he put  it.  I had pr e vi ously told him that he would have that kind of re -
ac tion when he met our mem  ber ship.  I thought  he was go ing to ask us for our a u to graphs.  I tol d him I am
awed ev ery time we get to gether at  the brav ery, ca ma ra de rie and hu mil ity of our band of broth ers.  He has
prom ised to re turn for the Se at tle re union and bring an other cast mem ber, Tony Becker, with him.

I have to apol o gize for the lack of in for ma tion com ing out of the As so ci a tion.  Ken and I have both been tied 
up with our lives and find ing time to get it all done has proven prob lem at i cal.  We will try to do better in the fu -
ture.

The plan ning for the up com ing Se at tle re union was turned over to an out side re union plan ning ser vice.  Due
to un fore seen cir cum stances we can celed that con tract and have taken it back in-house.  Su b se quently we have
been be hind in get ting the i nfo to you.   W e are get ting up to spee d again.  The re union info and Reg is tra tion
Form are lo cated else where in this news let ter.

War ren

One day when I re turned home from  work was I ever sur  prised by thi s
huge wooden crate sit ting in my drive way, block ing my ga rage.  I strug gled 
to get it  into the ga rage and then s pent the bet ter part of an hour re mov ing
the screws that held the crate to gether.  Thank God for power screw driv ers!  
In side I found this amaz ing piece of art.  

The cen tral fig ure is an M- 14 ri fle and bay o net stuck muz zle down.  A
full sized hel met with 1 96th patch hand paint ed on the front and a pai r of
dog tags hang down from the stock in the sa lute to a de  ceased war rior
mode.  The base is a hand painted map of SE Asia with an other, smaller,
196th patch hand painted in side the map of  South Viet nam.

The sculp ture was made for Nolin Perrin, C 4/31, 69-70 by hi s great
friend John Ott from Penn syl va nia.  Nolin de scribes hi m as a, “ne’er do
well” ex cept of late whe n he started  work ing for the m il i tary and w ent to
Iraq, and all over, re pair ing equip ment.”  

Nolin be lieved it would be of m ore use in a pub lic way than for him to
keep it and he has do nated it to the As so ci a tion for us to find a fit ting home 
for it.  I am hum  bled and proud to ha ve cus tody of this amaz ing piece of
art.  It is a won der ful trib ute and honor to our leg acy. 

I am plan ning to ship i t to Se at tle for the r e union and will gl adly ac cept
re al is tic ideas on where this sculp ture’s per ma nent home should be.  
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TAPS

We of ten are not no ti fied of a mem bers pass ing un til we get a no tice from the Post Of fice. If you have any in for ma tion
on the death of a 196th Brother, please send it to the Ed i tor.

Weaver, Dennis, 4 Sept 2010, s erved wit A, 4/31, 1968-69. D en nis was a Life Mem ber of the As so ci a tion. His wife
Cindy writes, "I know tha t he has many friends through out the As so ci a tion and that he will be greatly missed. He re -
ally loved y'all and was re ally ex cited about the up com ing Se at tle trip next year. He will be with you in spirit."
Llorca, Art, 15 Apr 2010, Com mander of D & B, 2/1 dur ing the pe riod 1965-67. Art lost his bat tle with can cer, and is 
sur vived by his wife Ann.
O'Dwyer, John A. (Jake), 22 Aug 2010, served with C, 2/1. Jake was an orig i nal mem ber from Fort Devens.
Carmona, Crispin, served with C, 3/ 21, 1966-68, Wa r ren Neill writes, "I fondly re mem ber my days with Cr is. He
will be missed. Rest in peace, my brother."
Heisler, Tom (Pigeyes), Aug 2006, s erved wit H HC 196th r a dio crew from Oct 1967 to July 1968. Hi s wife stated
that Tom had passed away due to com pli ca tions from Agent Or ange caused can cer.
Stew art, Joe, 6 July 2010, se rved with Al pha Btry, 3/82, 1965-67. He will be missed my his Al pha Btry and Charger
broth ers.
Cham bers, Rich ard, 21 Jan 2010, se rved with B, 2/1 dur ing ba sic at For t Devens and moved to 8th S up port in Tay
Ninh. Dick died of a heart at tack shortly af ter at tend ing the Buf falo re union. He is sur vived by his wife Do ris and three 
chil dren.
Genna, Angelo J. , 21 Apri l 2010, se rved with 2nd Pla  toon, C, 4/ 31, 1965-67. Ang l ived in H arper Woods, M I. He
was a Life Mem ber of the As so ci a tion, and at tended many re unions. 
Karczewski, Ron, 20 May 2010. A B try 3/82 Arty, 1965-67. H e was one of  the A  Btry cooks  and pas sed away in
Florida of lung can cer.
Mar tin, Wil liam S., 19 De c 2009, s erved with R i fle Pla toon, HHC from 1966-67. "God speed!" - D enny and Tom
Tom.
Johnson, Da vid, 14 Jan 2010, served in A, 3/21, 1969-70. The de mons of war and stress took it's toll, and Da vid took
his life.
Gerringer, Carl, 14 Nov 2009, served with B, 3/21, 1965-67. Carl was from Hennrietta, NY.
Bryant, Thomas, 22 Oct 2009. Tom was the pla toon Sgt of Recon E, 3/21, 1968-69. War ren Neill writes, "Tom loved 
his fam ily, his men, the 196th, and com ing to the re unions. We were very lucky to have had Tom with us in Buf falo. I
will per son ally miss his phone calls when he thought I needed guid ance in run ning the Assn. Rest in Peace brother."
Van Doran, Terry, 15 Aug 2009, served with A, 2/1 and was an orig i nal from Fort Devens. 
Poe, Ma son, April 2009, served with F-Troop, 1967-68. his son, Ma son Poe Jr., writes, "I'm look ing for any one who
served with my fa ther. I'm his el dest son, and am also in the ser vice. I'm go ing to write a few sto ries about his life for
the fam ily. That time was re ally big in his life as well as ours."e-mail: mpoejr1@aol.com
Devereaux, Ea rl (Rock y), Oct  2010, se rved with the  Gun Squad,  A 3/21 in 1970.  Steve  Hemmert writes, "Rocky
passed away in Syr a cuse, NY. The last time we talked he told me he had pros tate can cer. Please re mem ber him in your 
prayers.
Kachelmyer, Wil liam, 5 Jul 2009, served with F-Troop, 17th Cav. Bill was an orig i nal and a Life Mem ber of the As -
so ci a tion, and had been plan ning to at tend the Buf falo re union. 
Gul let, Brian, Jun 2009, served with 2nd pla toon, D, 2/1, from 1965-1967.
Senske, Rich ard, 14 Jun 2009, s erved with B , 3/21, 1969-70. R ich was f rom Alloway, NJ a nd suf fered a m as sive
heart at tack while sit ting at his kitchen ta ble.
Ly ons, Gene, 12 Jun 2009. Gene was BN S-3 NCO work ing in the TOC on Cen ter in 1968, be fore as sum ing du ties as
B 3/21 First SGT in mid 1969. Gene was from Hardin County, KY.
Malanga, Phil, 5 Jun 2009, served with C 2/1, 1965-67.
Dixon, Ron, 17 May 2009, served with F-Troop, 17th Cav, 1965-67. Ron was from Davisville, WV and had been bat -
tling lung can cer.
Vanduine, Doug, 10 May 2009, se rved with C 3/ 21, 1968-69. Pa ssed away as a re  sult of con di tions as so ci ated with
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his ser vice in Viet nam. Chuck Hor ner writes, "Doug was a brave and fear less war rior. He will be sorely missed by all
who knew him."
Bailey, COL Rob ert N ., 13 April  2007, se rved with A 4/ 31 in 1967. His  wife, Nancy Bailey writes, "My hus band
passed af ter a long bat tle with blad der can cer. His friends in the 196th were of great sup port and com fort dur ing his ill -
ness. He was bur ied with full mil i tary hon ors at Arlington Na tional Cem e tery on June 18th of 2007."
Sauto, Rich ard (Dick), 7 May 1948 - 19 Mar  2009, served with B, 1/46, 1969-70. Dick was a re tired Cleve land Po -
lice Of fi cer.
Hoo ver, George F., 21 Aug 2008, served with 1st pla toon, A 3/21, 1965-67.
Wil liams, Saylor, 24 Jan 2009, served with B 4/31, 1968-69. He was medivaced out of coun try af ter be ing wounded
Sept 11, 1969 on  LZ Si be ria. His friends write, " He w as a fine s ol dier, gren a dier, friend and le aves be hind his w ife
Loraine, a daugh ter and three grand chil dren."
Houp, Ron ald E. , 2008, se rved with HHC on LZ B aldy, 1968-69. R on was liv ing in Chi ang Mai Thai land, and his
pass ing was re layed to us by the new res i dent in his house upon re ceipt of the last newsletter.
Schafer, Bruce E. , 11 Dec 2008, served with 2nd pla  toon, B 4/31,  1965-67. Bruce was a re tired Po lice Of fi cer from
Tully, NY.
Rob in son, Wil liam A., Nov 2007, s erved with B, 4/31, 1969-70. B ill lived in Saugerties, NY and passed away from
Agent Or ange re lated causes.
Plyler, James R., 1 Mar 2009.  His grand son, Ja son Cochran writes, "James was born in North Carolina in 1931 and
died at his Florida home. He did n't speak much about Viet nam, quite un der stand ably. I would like to know more about 
his ser vice there, it would mean a lot to my fam ily. If you knew him, please e-mail me at: ja son.cochran@gmail.com
Burkhardt, Don ald (Skinny) Ellwood, 12 Dec 1949 - 30 Oct 1996, served with A, 2/1, 1970. Don was an M-60 ma -
chine gun ner on Hawk Hill and other lo ca tions. Don died in a c ar wreck in New ton, Iowa and left be hind a wife and
two chil dren.
Mizelle, Leon F., 19 Jun 2007, served with C, 3/82 Arty. Leon was from Hampton, VA.
Fitz gibbon, Jim, Sept 2008, served with C, 4/31, 1967-68. Jim was from Camp Hill, PA.
Decker, Derry, date un known, served with 2nd pla toon, D, 3/21, 1967-68. Derry was from Pueblo, CO.
Purser, Benjamin (Chief), 28 Mar 2004, served with 3/21, 1968-71. His wife writes, " He served two tours earn ing 2
Bronze Stars and Pur ple Hearts. He never for got the peo ple he served with or his time in Viet nam."
O'Dwyer, John A., 22 Aug 2010, served with 2/1. John was from New Jer sey, and was a guard for the Essex County
Jail for 20 years be fore re tir ing.
Coley, COL (Ret) James, 28 Nov 2010. Col Coley had been the Com mander of 4/31, 66-67.

Trepoy, James C. (CSM USA  RET) , 7 Oct  2010, se rved as CSM 3/21, 1968-69. J im, 89 years
old, was from Sa lina, Kan sas and was an or ig i nal mem ber of the Gim let Reg i men tal As so ci a tion.
He had served as 1SG B 1/21 INF (MECH), 25th ID in 1961-64. 

TAPS

Some day Soon

Some day soon I'll be free again,
To live a life with out sor row or pain.

To hold my hand with pride and grace,
And be a part of the hu man race.

Some day I'll be called a man,
Fol low ing my own stars and well 

thought plans,
Giv ing love and earthly plea sures, 

To a de serv ing fe male trea sure.
Some day soon I'll wish no more,

For things I never had be fore.
Each man to me will be a kin,

Re gard less of race, color, or skin.

Writ ten 11-12-69 in Viet nam, by:
Rich ard (Dick) Tim o thy Sauto
May 7, 1948 - March 19, 2009
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Keith Wil liam Nolan 

Nolan, Keith Wil liam, Viet nam War Au thor, age 44 of St . Charles, MO, passed away Feb ru ary 19, 2009. Lov ing fa -
ther of Britt Nolan; lov ing son of Wil liam F. and Ulla A. Nolan; lov ing brother of Erik A. Nolan; dear friend of Kristin 
Halbert and Jor dan Massey; lov ing brother-in-law to Be cky and Ed Mil linger; dear un cle of Ra  chel Millinger; dear
friend of Kelly L. Nolan; lov ing nephew, cousin and friend.  

Me mo ri als may be given to the Anna Britt Nolan Trust in care of First Bank 6211 Mid Rivers Mall Dr., St. Charles, 
MO 63304 or American Cancer S ociety in care o f Al ter na tive Fu neral & Cr e ma tion Ser vices, 2115 Park way Dr., S t.
Pe ters, MO 63376.

 Keith was an ex traor di nary writer on Viet nam. He worked with many mem bers of the 196th to re search his books.
We can not thank him enough for his cap ture of our his tory.
Books by Keith Nolan:
House to House: Play ing the En emy’s Game in Sai gon, 
Ripcord: Scream ing Ea gles Un der Siege, Viet nam 1970, 
Bat tle for Sai gon: Tet 1968, 
Sappers In The Wire (Texas A&M Uni ver sity Mil i tary His tory Se ries), 
A Hun dred Miles of Bad Road (Dwight Birdwell, co au thor), 
The Mag nif i cent Bastards: The Joint Army-Ma rine De fense of Dong Ha, 1968 , 
Op er a tion Buf falo: USMC Fight for the DMZ, 
Into Cam bo dia, 1970: Spring Cam paign, Sum mer Of fen sive, 
Into Laos: The Story of Dewey Can yon II/Lam Son 719, Viet nam 1971, 
Death Val ley: The Sum mer Of fen sive, I Corps, Au gust 1969, 
Bat tle for Hue: Tet 1968.
Search And De stroy: The Story Of An Ar mored Cav alry Squad ron In Viet nam: 1-1 Cav, 1967-1968

Keith's last book was re cently pub lished af ter his death.

Au thor: Pozdol, Thomas
Pub lisher: iUniverse.com
Ti tle: Tam Ky: The Bat tle for Nui Yon Hill

From 5 May through 19 Ma y, 1969, units of t he 1st  Squad ron, 1st
Cav alry were or dered to clear  el e ments of the VC (Viet C ong) from the
Tam Ky area  in the w ake of the Pos t-Tet Of fen sive of 1969. The y be -
gan an as sault on a hil l top, Nui Yon Hill, which was a South Viet nam -
ese Army out post that had been over run by VC and NVA troops a few
days be fore. Af ter the ini tial as sault to re take the hill failed, the 3rd
Bat tal ion, 21st In fan try Reg i ment was air as saulted in to re in force the
1st Cav alry. A, B, C, a nd D Com pa nies of the 3/ 21 were com mit ted
to this  op er a tion. On 13 M ay, 1969, the m en of C  Com pany were
com bat as saulted into a hot land ing zone near the South Viet nam ese 
vil lage of Tam  Ky. Their ob  jec tive was to take Nui Yon Hill. As
the Hueys car ry ing C Com pany be gan to de scend, they were hit by
heavy en emy fire. O nce t he U.S . sol diers had the ir boots  on the
ground, the y be came em  broiled in a fi erce tw o-day bat tle t hat

claimed the lives of twelve Char lie Ti gers. This is the com  pel ling story of that
battle told by the men who were there.

BOOK BY 196th MEM BER

http://media2.legacy.com/adlink/5306/1484531/0/3380/AdId=1103286
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CA NA DIAN VIET NAM VET ERAN

My name is Hal Laffin from Blyth On tario Can ada.
I am  writ  ing in re  gard to a  Ca na dian, I van C.

Broeffle, who die d May 9, 1968, whil e se rv ing wit h B
Co. 2/1st Inf. 196th LIB.
(www.canadianvietnamveterans.ca/IvanBroeffle.html)

Ivan was born in Emo On tario Can -
ada, and his home of re cord is Down ers 
Grove, IL. I  am for ward ing this  in for -
ma tion to the  As so ci a tion so you wil l
know what is hap pen ing for Ivan.

For wha t ever rea  son, Iva n's res t ing
place in Em o, On tario Can ada, has not
had a marker . My  wife and  I help ed
Ivan's sis ter to send to the US for a mil -

i tary m arker in Oc  to ber of ' 08. The m arker ar rived l ast
month (June 2009) and will be placed in the ground once 
things dry up some. Ivan's sis ter lives in the area.

The Man i toba Ca na dian Viet nam Vet er ans As so ci a -
tion (www.cv va.ca/) will p er form a ser vice at t he Emo
cem e tery on July 25, 2009.

War ren Neill in formed me that the 25th of July is t he
date of your re union in Buf  falo. how ever, there may be
mem bers of the 196t h or fel  lows who se rved with Ivan
that might want to at tend the ser vice in Emo. Em o is lo -
cated along the ba nks of R ainy Rive r, di rectly north of
the s tate of Min ne sota. The c los est bridge c on nect ing
Can ada and the U.S. is at Fort Fran ces, which is about 30 
min utes from Emo.

With Re spect,
Hal Laffin
laffin@scsinternet.com

Sub ject: Ssgt Alan Hosnedle, D Co, 3/21, 196th
KIA 3/12/69

My name is Lisa Lark  and I am a teacher at Ed sel Ford
high sc hool in De ar born, MI. I  am  als o a his  to rian a nd
writer. This Me mo rial Day, I was very moved by a ser vice
that our school holds to r e mem ber the young men t hat we
lost in Viet nam.

This s er vice has m oved m e to be  gin work on a  book
about the  m en tha t the c ity of Dea r born, Mic h i gan los t
dur ing this hor rific war. Our city lost nearly 70 young men 
in this war at a rate of twice the na tional av er age.

In my  re search, I  have d is cov ered th at SSg t Alan R .
Hosnedle s erved in D Co w ith the  3/21 in Vi et nam and
died on 3/12/69  in Quang Tin.

I am try ing to lo cate men who m ay have s erved with
him or known him . I’d like t o find out m ore about him. I

was hop ing you might  have a
way to co n tact mem bers o f D
Co  to tr y and lo cate any one
who knew him.   

I have  at tached a phot o of
Ssgt Hosnedle in c ase any one
wishes to put a face w ith the
name. 

Thank you very m uch for
your time.  Please feel  free to

con tact m e if you have  any ques tions, and to pa ss a long
my email as needed.

Sin cerely, Lisa Lark
e-mail: lisalark@googlemail.com

FOL LOW-UP
(The fol low ing was re ceived as a re sult of a re quest by Jerry Fulbright for in for ma tion on his friend John Wetzel., KIA 28 Feb 1967)

Let me up date you on the re sults of my re quest. A friend of John's by the nam e of Ed T arala from up state New York
sent me a photo of he a nd John in V iet nam. Ed was not with John when he was shot, but went to the site of the f irefight
and saw John's body. Then, m uch to my amaze ment, I got a c all from Jim Wil liams, from Or e gon, who was John's Pla -
toon Leader and was within 10 fee t of John w hen he w as shot along w ith Mike Myers. Mi ke Ruane had be en try ing to
help me lo cate Jim but had be en un suc cess ful, and I was able to ge t Mike and Jim (both ca  reer of fi cers and old friends)
re united. The only other  in for ma tion  that I'm re ally hop ing to get  from them is an ac cu rate lo ca tion of the firefight, and
then I'm hop ing to go back to Viet nam and place a wreath in honor of John and the other sol diers who were killed or in -
jured in that en gage ment.

I owe the 196th A s so ci a tion a l ot for s tick ing with me and he lp ing me find t he peo ple I r e ally wanted to he ar from.
Imag ine, some 42 year s later, I have  been a ble to ha ve first hand dis cus sions about J ohn with hi s two im me di ate com -
mand ing of fi cers, and friends who served with him.

Thanks again, Jerry Fulbright   jerryfulbright@ya hoo.com
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NEED HELP GET TING VA BEN E FITS

I am writ ing this for my hus band, Alvin Jerry Cope land. He was in the Army in 1968-1969. He is try ing to get his VA
ben e fits and needs to find some one that re mem bers him be ing in the in fan try in this era.

He was trained as a speed ra dio op er a tor, and when he went to Viet nam he was only there for three days when he got
word his fa ther had died. He went home, and when he got back in coun try his MOS was filled. He was in-tran sit for about 
five months. He saw ac tion in Duc Pho with the 11th LIB. from there he went to LZ Baldy with the 196th LIB. Then he
got his MOS and went back to the 23rd MED for about three months. Due to a foul-up, he went to Tam Ky for two weeks 
and then back to 23rd MED where he drove a truck for the rest of his tour.

None of this i s in his  re cords as to where and what he did. His  DAV Rep ad vised him to try and se e if any one could
help, or tell him how to get the help he needs.

Thank you,  Alvin Jerry Cope land, PO Box 1584, Big Spring, TX 79720         432-213-2773 / 432-213-3558

MAIL CALL

FLAG POLE DED I CA TION

I had a  flag pole de d i ca tion
at my home with some Viet nam 
Vets from my Erie, PA VA t alk 
group, on Fri  day Oc to ber 17,
2008.

I erected the flag pole, which 
I re stored from  an old 30-f oot
light pole  sal  vaged f rom the
Gen eral Elec tric Com pany
when I  re tired. It took a bout
eight years to com plete the pro -
ject, whic h was  lon ger tha n I
an tic i pated, but Rome was n't
built in a day.

We raised the flags in honor of a ll Vets, past and pres -
ent, a nd the c ur rent m en and w omen now s erv ing in al l
branches of our mil i tary. The USA flag, of course, was the 
first to be r aised. The next fl ag was from the 196th L ight
In fan try Bri gade, to which I have a last ing his tory.

I wanted to de d i cate these f lags to our bra ve men and
women who served, to those who gave all, and to the ones
who carry on the fight for free dom ev ery day to make this
coun try the great est one of all.

To my sur prise, Eddie Zahn, our Sec re tary of the As so -
ci a tion, showed up in Erie, PA, from his home in Nor way,
MI, about a 750-m ile trip, one
way. He had a plaque made up
for me to mount on the base of
the fl ag pole, a nd pre sented it
to me from  the of fi cers and
mem bers of the 196t h LIB As -
so ci a tion.

Sin cerely, Paul Jensen
Erie, PA

RE SPONSE TO WAR REN FAULK'S STORY

In the D e cem ber 2008 is  sue, you printed a  story by
War ren Faulk  (196 Ce dar Falls… Re ally) which may very 
well be an in ci dent I was a part of. I was with D-4/31 from 
June 1968 t o July 1969. The i ncident wa s fa irly ea rly in
my to ur, b e cause I was st ill at t he squ ad lev el. I b e came
RTO a nd even tu ally ende d up as s e nior RT O for C PT
Whittecar.

We were on  a pla toon sweep  when w e made con tact
with the en emy. (Alas, I can't re mem ber who fired first)

As was stan dard pro  ce dure, we were tr y ing to call  in
fire sup port, and as I un der stood it at the time, there was a
lot of c on fu sion at the f ire sup port base be cause the other
pla toon (who w e thought w ere 'Char lie') was al so ca ll ing
for fi re s up port. The  two "e n emy lo ca tions w ere sus pi -
ciously close. For a  while we t hought both pla  toons were
shoot ing at t he sa me en emy po si tion. Bot h pla toons re  -
ported re ceiv ing heavy en emy fire.

I seem to re call th at it was a h e li cop ter (co n ve niently
nearby) that was fi nally able to  get a v i sual and de ter mine
that t he "en  emy" were r e ally frien d lies. Bo y did  we feel
stu pid, and lucky!

When we heard  the " Cease Fire"  or der, w e rose fr om
our prone po si tions and no ticed that the trees were chewed 
up by ri fle fire from about 18 inc hes above ground on up,
yet no one from ei ther pla toon had been hit.

From that t ime on, pla  toon lea d ers wer e re  quired t o
show each other on a  map just ex actly where they would
be go ing on their pla toon sweeps.

Mi chael Day
Con cord, CA
e-mail: todaybyday@mac.com



7

LAST TO LEAVE THE 1/46TH COM POUND

The in quiry by Winston Wood in the Dec 2008 news let ter con cern ing the last man out of Viet nam from the 196th trig -
gered a mem ory. 

I was as signed to C Co, 1/46 in Sep 71 af ter go ing thru the com bat cen ter at Chu Lai. I was the 3rd pla toon leader. We
op er ated out of FB Linda.

Mid tour I  took over a s com pany XO. Sub se quently, as a re  sult of my pre vi ous ex pe ri ence as a n S-1 in G er many, I
was re as signed as the Asst S-1 the last cou ple of months of my tour. As a  re sult, I was se lected to close out the ba t tal ion
morn ing re ports as we stood down. Ad di tion ally, I and three of our young E-5's were se lected to ac com pany the unit col -
ors to Erlangen, Ger many where the 2/46 was sta tioned. The 2/46th was to be re-des ig nated and re-flagged the 1st/46th. 

We de  parted DaNang on 20 Jun 72 f or Sai  gon, and la ter that a f ter noon de parted Sai gon on an Ai r France 747 f or
Bang kok. We were in Bang kok for three days wait ing on the Air Force Em bassy flight to Frank furt, Ger many, with stops
in New Delhi, In dia; Saudi Ara bia; and Spain.

There fore, I can say my team and I were the last to leave the 1/46th com pound prior to it be ing turned over to the Viet -
nam ese.

Jim
James G. Cole, Sr.
LTC USA Ret.

P.S. I'm proud to say my son, Cpt James G. Cole, Jr. car ries on the tra di tion, cur rently

serv ing with the 10th Moun tain Div in Iraq and pre vi ously in Af ghan i stan.

MAIL CALL

LAST MAN OUT

Re gard ing Wins ton Wood' s ques  tion about  the la st
196er out of  Vie t nam, because of the w ay the re  main ing
Bri gade uni ts w ere dis bursed, I don' t think w e wi ll eve r
know who that man ac tu ally was.

I com manded D, 3/21, the last US in fan try com pany to
con duct com bat op er a tions in the V iet nam War. We we re
ex tracted fr om our fi nal fi eld lo ca tion by he li cop ter a nd
were flow n back t o DaN ang to s tand dow n Tas k Force
Gim let, com manded by then LTC Rocco Negris.

Most of the 196th sol diers were flown home, but a few, 
par tic u larly if they  were rel a tively early  in their tours,
were re as signed to other units in Viet nam.

So, there were a mix of guys fly ing back to the S tates,
and oth ers stay ing be hind. While one of thos e who s tayed
be hind would ul  ti mately be the la st 196er out of V iet nam,
he would no lon ger be wear ing the 196th patch, and would 
not likely have known he  was the last for mer Bri gade sol -
dier re main ing.

Incidently, on that f i nal 196th c om bat m is sion, t here
were about six of us  on the la st Huey to lift  off fr om that
PZ.

Chuck Viale
crviale@gmail.com

(The 196th As so ci a tion ran a story and a num ber of
pho tos of that last field pickup in a pre vi ous news let ter
sev eral years ago.)

LAST MAN ?

Be fore the bus ses pulled out , about 30 vol  un teers, i n -
clud ing me, agreed to sta y be hind for s ev eral more days;
maybe a w eek. We pro vided s e cu rity for the  res t of the
unit to s afely de part, se cured the c om pound, and
transitioned ev ery thing over to the ARVNs.

We rode to the air port in 2 ½ ton trucks which were al -
ready re leased t o the A RVNs, sur  ren dered our we ap ons
and ran to the f irst C-130 whi le the air field was un der at -
tack. The plane was hit by an RPG right in front of us. We
scram bled to a  sec  ond plane , which hit a pot  hole c re ated
by the RPG a t tack be fore i t could ge t air  borne. The third
plane barely made it out as it swerved down the run way to
avoid the newly-formed pot holes.

To the be st of m y knowl edge, we di d not lea ve any
grunts be hind, nor did I  en coun ter any U.S. se r vice mem -
bers who st ayed be hind to sup port our tr ans port. Noth ing
but ARVNs.

As for who the last man was, tech ni cally, that would be 
the flight crew mem ber who was walk ing be hind me at the 
end of the line.

When we  ar rived i n Sai gon, the s taff wer e a bi t sur -
prised to se e us,  as t hey had pre  sumed that all  the grunt s
had de parted. We w ere de layed in ge t ting out of S ai gon,
since they were fill ed be yond ca pac ity, and we even tu ally
flew to Oak land AFB.

Sum marily put, if a s ol dier left on a  bus, m y guess is
that they were not the last to leave.

Pete
palexion@alaska.net
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LET TER FROM THE PRES I DENT OF 
PRIN CESS CRUISES

(In re sponse to cruise plan ner Ron Dougard's re quest to fly the

196th col ors dur ing the Alas kan Cruise, Alan, a Viet nam vet eran, wrote 

the fol low ing)

Dear Mr. Dougard:

I re ceived your let ter and looked you up in our re s er va -
tions sys tem; I hope you don’t m ind me emailing you as I
thought it w ould be quic ker. I  want  to be gin by thank ing
you for your com ments on my blog — they were much ap -
pre ci ated. I en joyed your brief s tory about your se r vice in
Viet nam — thanks  for your se r vice and we l come home! I
be lieve your bri gade (196th) joined the A merical di vi sion
while in Viet nam. My older brother served in the Americal 
di vi sion in 1967-68 with the 198th Light In fan try Bri gade.

In re gard to your re  quest, Prin cess would be proud to
fly the c ol ors of t he 196th dur ing your Alas ka cruise next
sum mer. B ack i n 2004, Fox Forc e had a  re union aboa rd
the Sap phire Prin cess on the very same itin er ary — it was
a fan tas tic event for all of us and I am sure your cruise will 
be a gr eat one as  well. I c an as sure you I will be  think ing
about you and your com  rades from the 196th,  as t he Fox
Force an nual re  union is t he fir st w eek end in A u gust; s o
while you are en joy ing the Sap phire Prin cess all of us Fox
Force guys will be  in Al bu quer que, Ne w Mex ico w hich
was the site of our first re union in 2000. I will be very for -
tu nate as m y brother w ill be join ing me for t he re union. I
will def i nitely have a to ast or two f or you and all  the va l -
iant men of the 196th.

I wish you and your broth ers-in-arms al l the be st. Let
me know i f you have a ny needs. Y our travel agent is one
of, if not the very best agents in the US and is an ex pert on 
Alaska — I know Jeff and his wife will take ex cel lent care 
of you and your group.

All my best,

Alan B. Buckelew
Pres i dent & CEO
Prin cess Cruises

Read Alan's blog about his re turn to Viet nam, at:
http://50essentialexperiences.com/2010/10/18/a-sol -

dier-re turns-%E2%80%A6-as-a-tour ist/

A DIF FER ENT KIND OF CRUISE

Af ter read ing the l et ter from one of the  mem bers won -
der ing about the l ast ones to leav e Nam, the clo s est I can
come to that is that I was one of the l ast to leave Chu Lai.
We did n't fly out ei ther, we left by ship; LST to be ex act.

My name is Bruce Bu t ler (a.k .a. Bu tt's). I was an  E-5
with D iv Art y as an FO  at tached to E,  1/6th. Whe n the
stand down started we were ou t on a small FB called  Hill
270. We were told that we would stay there un til the Di vi -
sion left.

On or about  the 20th of No vem ber 1971, we got a call
say ing that  our "Ba ll Ga me" woul d be on Tha nksgiving
Day. On that day at 0800, the Box Cars came in with some 
Co bra gun s hips to pi ck us up.  When we  ar rived a t Chu
Lai w e found the  base  vir tu ally em pty. That w as a  very
strange feel ing.

Once we a r rived, the c om pany and my FO squad w ere
as signed bunk ers out on the per im e ter. We were told to oc -
cupy them un til it was our turn to leave.

Three days lat er w e got c alled and told t o pack our
stuff, you're  be ing picke d up ASAP . Along c ame som e
deuce-and-a-halfts a nd we l oaded i nto them. We thought
we were go ing back to the air field. "Wrong!" They took us 
to the doc ks where there were three LSTs w ait ing for us .
First off… boats and in fan try do not go to gether. Af ter we
loaded and se t out for D aNang it wa s ra ther ni ce f or a
while, but once  out in the  South China  Sea  some peo ple
started to turn "Green".

We spent the night on the  LST and doc ked in DaNang
in the morn ing. There were a lot of happy G.I.'s that morn -
ing.

That w as how  the la st of us  left  the C hu Lai B ase
Camp.

Thank you,
Bruce But ler



9

196th WEB SITE

The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion has its own Internet do main. Please visit the website at:

www.196th.org
You can also leave a mes sage on the 196th W ebsite Guestbook at: www.196th.org to search for fr iends or in for ma tion.
Make sure you leave  con tact in for ma tion such as a n e-mail ad dress, home ad dress, or phone  num ber. When leav ing an
e-mail ad dress, use “at” in stead of the @ sign to pre vent spammers from get ting your e-mail ad dress. 

196th FO RUM

We have re cently added a new fea ture to the 196th website. A FO RUM has been added to make dis cus sion and com -
mu ni ca tion ea s ier. While  the G uestbook ser ved us w ell f or m any years,  it ca n not ca t e go rize dis cus sion int o sep a rate
groups, and it is not easy to search through.

The FO RUM is still in the pro cess of be ing set up, and we are look ing for sug ges tions on how the dif fer ent cat e go ries
should be or ga nized.

Ac cess the FO RUM by click ing on the fo rum but ton
from any 196th website page.

When first ac cess ing the FO RUM, you must cre ate a
NEW AC COUNT, and will be asked to choose a
USERNAME and PASS WORD.

Once you are us ing the Fo rum, it is  sug gested that you
change your SCREEN NAME to your real name so peo ple 
can find you more eas ily.

Once signed in, You can click on a cat e gory head ing to 
read the post ings, and re ply or join in the topic.

We will add ad di tional topic head ings as we re ceive
sug ges tions. We will prob a bly have head ings for each of
the Bat tal ions and pos si bly for smaller units or years.

Dis cus sions will look some thing like this, with a
THREAD started by some one and then re plied to by oth -
ers.



10

LOOKING FOR

GEORGE HULSE

I am the brot her of G eorge Hulse, who w as KIA on 8
Mar 1967. I  am not look ing for in for ma tion on his  death,
as I have l ived with this for 43 year s. I know how he di ed
and it was by one of his com rades in arms.

I am  only ask ing if a ny one knew  him  as a  frie nd,
maybe they woul d have s ome memories of him  that t hey
could s hare with m e; m aybe a pic  ture of  him  in Na m;
things I could share with my sons and grand sons. They ask 
about my brother and all I can say is, "He died in Nam."

I have his med als on my wall next to mine, but no pho -
tos. I even con tacted the mil i tary per son nel and got his r e -
cords. It' s har d to fac e his  dy ing just  seve n days af ter
sav ing the l ives of two f el low sol diers, and the  fact it was
called an ac ci dent, but this is the past. I just want to find
some one who knew him and joked around with him.

Re spect fully,
Rob ert A. Hulse
e-mail: hulse5046@ya hoo.com

CHAP LAIN ME MO RIAL

To whom it may con cern,

My name is 2 nd Lieu ten ant J eremy An der son. I a m
work ing on a m e mo rial pro ject to be e rected a t the  U.S.
Army Chap lain Cen ter and School i n Fort Jackson, South
Carolina start ing Feb ru ary 2011.  My rea son for con tact ing 
you to day is that I am cur rently com pil ing a list of Army
chap lains and chap lain as sis tants who were KIA. Con cern -
ing your bri gade, can you please  pro vide for  me a l ist of
Army chap lains and cha p lain a s sis tants who were KIA
(non-ill ness re lated)? A name, unit, date of death, and per -
haps de nom i na tion would be ex tremely help ful. How ever,
any in for ma tion you can pro vide would be greatly ap pre ci -
ated.

I un der stand that you m ight not be  the per son who can
pro vide this in for ma tion. How ever, I am kindly ask ing you 
to for ward this e mail ove r to som e one who you be lieve
might be able to help us fur ther in this mat ter. 

Our goa l for thi s pro ject is t o not for get a ny of our
Soldiers who we re kil led in c om bat. There fore, we are
count ing on our Di  vi sions to help us  not un in ten tion ally
over look any one.

Thanks in ad vance for your time and sup port.
2LT Jeremy An der son
e-mail: chaplainmemorial@ya hoo.com

JACKIE RONDELL COO PER

My fa ther served in Viet nam in the 196th. He was in E
Com pany, 3/2, and I 'm hav ing trou ble fi nd ing any in for -
ma tion about Echo Com pany. 

He died in 2005 a nd he did n't talk much about his war
ex pe ri ence and I'd like to find out w here he was and what
he was do ing dur ing his tour. I would also like to find peo -
ple who may have known him and ask some ques tions. 

He served in Viet nam from July 1967, to July 1968. He 
re ceived the Bronze Star some time dur ing his tour also. 

His nam e wa s Ja ckie Rondel l Coo per. I f any one has
any in for ma tion or can point me to some place where I can 
find in for ma tion, that would be great.

Thank you,
Pat Coo per
e-mail: pcoop73@live.com

VA CLAIM ASSISTANCE

Steve Emrich, C 3/82, 1967-1968 is try ing to find Tom
Gilson or Elli ott Samuels, or any one who s erved with or
re mem bers him , in or der to he lp in fil  ing a V A cl aim.
Steve can be reached at:

8415 S 100 W
Wabash, IN 46992
260-571-2062

VA CLAIM DE NIED BE CAUSE OF MOS

War ren writes:
Juan G erraro w as a com mo spe cial ist (M OS 31 K) in

HHC 2/1, the n fur ther as signed to B 2/1 a s an R TO. Juan
says he spent his share of time in the bush and ex pe ri enced 
all of  the s tress ors that the gr unts en dured, but  the V A is
giv ing him a har d time be cause of his  MOS a nd the fa ct
that he has no CIB.

He wants to try and ga ther some info or  state ments to
sup port his claim.

If you can of fer any help, please con tact:
Juan Gerraro
1785 Mer chant St.
Sparks, NV 89431
775-842-3578
e-mail: juan_gerraro@ya hoo.com

(This is a typ i cal prob lem we face, as many sol diers
were as signed to in fan try roles due to man power or other
reasons, but never qual i fied for the CIB be cause of their
MOS)
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COL O NEL JACK K. PRITCHARD

COL P rit chard is c ur rently the Com  mand ing Of fi cer of the 196t h In fan try Bri gade
head quar tered at For t Shafter, Ha waii. Prior to his  cur rent po si tion, he was Com mand ing
Of fi cer of the Joint Im pro vised Ex plo sive De vice De feat Or ga ni za tion’s Iraq F ield Team
head quar tered Camp Vic tory in Bagh dad, Iraq. He also served as the D i rec tor of the  US
Forces- Iraq Coun ter – IED Op er a tional In te gra tion Cen ter (COIC).

COL P rit chard en listed in the  Penn syl va nia A rmy Na tional Guar d in 1982 and w as
com mis sioned thor ough the U ni ver sity of Sc ranton Re serve Of  fi cer Train ing Corps  as a
Field Ar til lery of fi cer in 1984. He  grad u ated from Wilkes Uni ver sity in 1986 wi th a de  -
gree in  Elec tri cal En gi neer ing. He is a g rad u ate of t he Fiel d Ar til lery Of fi cer Ba sic and
Ca reer Courses, the Com bined Arms Ser vice and Staff School, the Com mand and Gen eral
Staff Col lege, and the US Army War Col lege.

 From  1992 to 1995 COL  Prit chard com  manded t wo Ba t ter ies in 2nd Ba t tal ion, 7th
Field Ar til lery Reg i ment, 10th Moun tain Di vi sion, at Fort Drum, New York. Fol  low ing this as sign ment, he served as an
Ob server/Con trol ler at the J oint Readi ness Train ing Cen ter, Fort Pol k, Lou i si ana. He c om manded the 3rd B at tal ion, 7th
Field Ar til lery Reg i ment, 25th In fan try Di vi sion at Schofield Bar racks, Ha waii from 2005 to 2008. He  de ployed the bat -
tal ion to Iraq in sup port of Op er a tion Iraqi Free dom from 2006 to 2007. 

COL Prit chard has also served in a va ri ety of staff po si tions at Fort Shafter, Ha waii; Arlington, Vir ginia; Fort Stew art,
Geor gia; and Landsburg, Ger many and has  par tic i pated in op er a tional de ploy ments to Ha iti, Bosnia, Kosovo, Af ghan i -
stan, and Iraq.

 COL Prit chard’s mil i tary awards in clude the Bronze Star Medal, the Mer i to ri ous Ser vice Medal, the Army Com men -
da tion Medal and the Army Achieve ment Medal. He has earned the Com bat Ac tion Badge, the Ranger Tab, and the Para -
chut ist Badge. He holds a mas ters de gree in Stra te gic Stud ies from the US Army War Col lege.

COL Prit chard has been mar ried to the for mer Michele Modeski of West Pittston, Penn syl va nia for 24 years. They are
the proud par ents of son, Da vid (16), a ju nior at Leilehua High School, and son, John (21), a Sol dier in the US Army. 

TREA SURER'S RE PORT

The As so ci a tion is cur rently in good shape fi nan cially.
Pres ent funds:

Reg u lar check ing -              $30,696.52
Money Mar ket -                  $23,391.35
Life Mem ber ship Fund -   $113,353.52
                    To tal -            $167,441.39

An tic i pated up com ing expenditures will in clude the
pub li ca tion of this news let ter, and ad di tional re union plan -
ning costs.

Mail ings go out t o over 4000 a d dresses and the  cost is
close to $14,000. 

We cur rently have over  500 Life  Mem bers, and the re -
main ing ad dresses are  split  about e venly be tween thos e
who have paid dues and those who have n't. We do not take 
any one off t he m ail ing lis t, and e n cour age e v ery one to
con trib ute by send ing in their dues.

An up dated Trea surer's re port will be made at the 2011
re union.

Ken Wright, Trea surer

 Col o nel Jack K. Pritchard Com mands the Ac tive Duty 196th

ED I TOR'S RE PORT

It pains me to say this, but I'm not mak ing any ex cuses
for the late ness of the news let ter. My avail able time seems
to be ge t ting smaller, and t he work load of t he news let ter
keeps get ting greater. I think a lot has to do with age.

I have asked for som e one else to take over the  ed i tor -
ship of th e news let ter fo r the p ast sev eral y ears, and  al -
though I' ve had s ome ver y well m ean ing of fers of help,
they fall short of ei ther the to tal com mit ment, or the skills
nec es sary to put out a twice yearly news let ter.

I'll ask again if there is some one with the com puter and
pub lish ing skills who is will ing to take over the ed i tor du -
ties. It re quires the col lec tion of sto ries, as sem bling them
in a read able form (often re quir ing re writ ing and re typ ing), 
get ting the  news  let ter pr inted, and hav ing it m ailed to
about 4000 mem bers.

It is  a vol un teer job, w ith no com  pen sa tion, s o you
must en joy it. While I still en joy it, I'm get ting burned out
af ter 23 years.

Ken McKenzie, Ed i tor
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At the 2009, 196th Re union in Buffalo, sev eral of us dis cussed go ing back
to Viet nam. By late 2009, we had de cided to go, and be gan plan ning. Four
of us from Com pany C, 4/31 would make the trip. Greg Kitchen, Ken
McKenzie, George (Oz) Ratto, and Lee Perez.

We were all orig i nals from Fort Devens, and had been split up af -
ter six months in-coun try, with Lee go ing home with an in jury, Ken
to the 25t h Div, O z to the  4th Div, a nd Greg stay ing with the 196th
and go ing up to Chu Lai.

We did n’t want to take a pack aged tour, so we made all our own
plans and itin er ary.  

The plan ning wa s im  por tant t o m e, s o I took on the  tas k of ar -
rang ing our itin er ary and plan ning for ve hi cles, ho tels, and in ter pret -
ers. I con tacted B ob Del zell, a f or mer 196e r who w as l iv ing in
Viet nam at the ti me as a teacher. He co n nected me with Stev e, his
friend who op er ated a tour a gency in Sa i gon. Work ing with Steve, I

was able to
make all the
ar range ments.

Us ing Af ter-Ac tion re ports, top o graph i cal maps, and Google
Earth, we were able to pin point lo ca tions of in ter est and load them 
into a handheld GPS unit.

We spent the first day in Sai  gon, and the n trav eled to Cu Chi
and the  sur round ing are a. We  then c hecked into a ho tel i n Tay
Ninh and spent three days around Nui Ba Den, Dau Tieng, and the 
ar eas north and west up to the Cam bo dian bor der.

We trav eled about 100 miles a day, vis it ing the ar eas of Op er a -
tions; Attleboro, Ce dar Falls, and Junc tion City. 

We were tem po rarily de tained by  the mil i tary for b e ing close
to the bor  der, but  pa pers were ex am ined, money changed hands,
and we were freed to con tinue.

Af ter tour ing Tay Ninh,  we f lew up to Da Nang and stayed on
China Beach while tour ing around the Chu Lai base, Tam Ky, and other ar eas where Greg had been sta tioned.

We flew back to Sai gon for one last night and then headed back to the world.
It was a great trip, and in ter est ing to see the coun try again af ter 43 years. The cost for ten days, in clud ing air fare, all

ho tels, van and driver, in ter preter, in-coun try flights, etc. was about $2000 e ach. The peo ple were friendly and, know ing

RETURN TO VIETNAM AFTER 43 YEARS 
(by: Ken McKenzie)

Nui Ba Den (the Black Vir gin Moun tain). In 1966 we walked across these rice pad dies. We once again crossed the pad dies to
pay trib ute to our three friends lost in an am bush here. We placed a 196th coin at the spot.

Lee, Ken, George (Oz), Greg

For mer Pres i den tial Pal ace in Sai gon
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we were vet er ans, would say hello or talk to us about their in volve ment with Amer i cans dur ing the war. There is no doubt 
it is a Com mu nist coun try, but the S outh ern ers tol er ate the N orth’s rule and t hey are gen er ally left alone to bring in t he
needed dol lars. 

We agreed that there was no clo sure over the events of the war, and the friends we had lost there, but per haps we can
now re mem ber the coun try in a slightly dif fer ent light. 

Ken stands on the Tay Ninh bridge.

The en trance to the 196th Basecamp in Tay Ninh. This i s as
close as we cou ld get, b e cause th e base is used  by th e mil i tary
and not even pho tos were al lowed.

The Tay Nin h traf  fic cir cle, now larger a nd with out
tanks

RETURN TO VIETNAM AFTER 43 YEARS (cont.)
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A gon dola ca ble car now goes up Nui Ba Den as far as the Bud dhist 
tem ple.

No trip back would be com plete with out a

wa ter buf falo.

fo edis eht pu yaw flah tuoba el pmet tsih dduB ehT .neD aB iuN

The road from Soui Da to the rear of the moun tain. 

The Cao Di Tem ple in Tay Ninh. Cao Di ser vice.

RETURN TO VIETNAM AFTER 43 YEARS (cont.)
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RETURN TO VIETNAM AFTER 43 YEARS (cont.)

Tay Ninh  main street , head ing fro m the bridg e to t he
196th Base.

Not the s ame Sh ell sta tion i n Tay Ni nh as 1966, b ut
brought back mem o ries .

Rub ber plan ta tion south east of Tay Ninh. The 4/31 pulled road
se cu rity here and the area was known as AO Blue. 

The Miche lin Pl an ta tion just out side Dau Tie ng. Just
down this path, 3rd Pla toon set up an am bush po si tion
in 1966.

Dau Tieng Res er voir from the dam. The Sai gon River has been dammed just north of Dau Tieng, flood ing much of the Op er a -
tion Attleboro area. Nui Ba Den is just vis i ble at the far left, and the hills north of Dau Tieng are to the right.
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Ken stands on the site where his APC hit a mine in Feb 1967, af ter he was trans ferred to the 5th Mech, 25th Div. We were able 
to f ind the site u s ing GPS co  or di nates from the A f ter-Ac tion Re port. There are the re mains of  an old ro ad still visible. We
were then de tained here for three hours by the mi l i tary, who could n't un der stand what we we re do ing tak ing pho tos so close
to the Cam bo dian bor der.

RETURN TO VIETNAM AFTER 43 YEARS (cont.)

There are me mo ri als to the Viet Cong in ev ery vil lage and town. This par tic u lar one is in t he Ho Bo Woods. They leave of fer -
ings, just like we do at the Wall. The South Viet nam ese re sent that there are no me mo ri als al lowed for the South's sol diers.

Amer i can deuce- and-a-half at a  mil i tary
camp in the Ho Bo Woods.

Cu Chi tun nels tour ist guide. These tun nels are at the site of
those dis cov ered by the 196th dur ing Op Cedar Falls.
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Beau ti ful re sort on China  Beach in Hoi A n. We were the
only ones there un til a busload of North ern ers came in fo r
the cel e bra tions of the 35th  an ni ver sary of th e fal l of the
South. Some o f the work ers here ref er eed to t hem as "t he
bosses from the North."

The old fighter re vet ments on the Chu Lai base. These, and some old tar mac and concrete were the only rec og niz able fea tures
left of the base.

Old Hoi An.
Now a tour ist at trac tion. Mostly Eu ro pean tour ists.

RETURN TO VIETNAM AFTER 43 YEARS (cont.)
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All pho tos copy righted by: Tim Thomp son
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REG IS TRA TION FORM

Make Ho tel Res er va tions First:  Call Hilton Res er va tions Toll Free at  1-800-445-8667.  Tell
them you are with the 196th Re union, Group Code – LIBA - to re ceive the spe cial re union rate of $109 per 
night plus tax.  If you plan to ar rive early or  stay over, the spe cial rate will ap ply for 3 days prior and 3
days af ter the re union.  No air port shut tle. 

Ho tel Res er va tion Con fir ma tion#_____________

Last Name:_________________________________ First Name:____________________________________  

Spouse or Guest Name:___________________________________________

Ad dress:___________________________City:__________________State:________Zip:_________

Home Phone:_______________ Work Phone:_______________ E-Mail_______________________

Unit:_____________________________________ Dates of Ser vice ___________________________

REG IS TRA TION FEE:
  ( Mem ber & Pri mary Guest)                                   Num ber of Peo ple :_____ x $20.00 = ________
(Reg is tra tion fee helps de fray costs of pro grams, speak ers,  gifts, ship ping,  name b adges & w el come

pack ets)
No Mem ory Book Pho tog ra pher this year.  Please bring your cam era!

TOURS:  
9am – 3pm   To tally Se at tle Tour**                                       Adults ______ #Seats x $51.00_______
                                                                            Chil dren 13 & Un der _____ #Seats x $45.00_______

9am – 3pm   Fu ture of Flight/Boe ing Fac tory Tour**           Adults  _____ #Seats x $65.00_______
                                                                            Chil dren 15 & Un der _____  #Seats x $53.00_______
You must be 44 inches tall to take the Boe ing Fac tory Tour.  Other re stric tions can be found in the at -

tached flyer.
**For fold-up wheel chair, mo tor ized wheel chair or scooter ac cess please in di cate here (_______ )

Sat ur day Ban quet:  5:30pm – 9:00pm.  Please in di cate your meal choices – 
____Grilled Chicken Picatta,    ____Grilled Salmon      Num ber of Meals:_____x $40.00 = _______
 
Ban quet with Spe cial Guest Speaker.  Dress is Busi ness Ca sual.   Cock tail Hour:  6:00pm – 7:00pm  
Mu sic & Danc ing with DJ “Doc” Mosher:  9:00pm – Mid night.

Mem ber ship cur rent?  No?  Do it now!  An nual - $20.00 / Life - $196.00                Dues en closed = ________

Make check pay able to:  196th LIB As so ci a tion                                       TO TAL:        $ ___________

Send Reg is tra tion Form with check to:   War ren Neill,  PO Box 434,  Cicero, IN  46034

Reg is tra tion Dead line – Fri day, 17 June 2011

Any Ques tions Con tact:  War ren Neill – 317-984-3853 or email – neill196@comcast.net
                                         Bob Kelly – 610-207-0170 or email – libbob196@aol.com

mailto:neill196@comcast.net
mailto:libbob196@aol.com


21

196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion
2011 Re union Sched ule

The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion’s 2011 re union will be at the Belle vue Hilton Ho tel in Belle vue, 
WA, Thur, 28 Jul – Sun, 31, Jul 2011.   The di rect res er va tion num ber is 1-800- 445-8667.  Tell the m you are
with the 196 th Re union, Group Code – LIBA - to re ceive the spe cial re union rate of $105 per ni ght plus tax.  If
you plan to ar rive early or stay ove r, the spe cial rate will ap ply for 3 days prior  and 3 days af ter the r e union. 
Sorry, no air port shut tle. 

You will find the Reg is tra tion Form, in for ma tion and ten ta tive sched ule in this news let ter.

****Please take time to read all the in for ma tion be fore you fill out the form.****

**** Make Ho tel Res er va tions First.  Place Con fir ma tion Num ber on the
Reg is tra tion Form , then fill it out and send in with your check.****

We have booked al most the whole ho tel and have re served an other 50 rooms in a back-up ho tel which shares 
the same park ing lot.  The Hilton is big enough to han dle our room re quire ment at a very fa vor able rate and has
ad e quate hos pi tal ity, meet ing and ban quet space, so ev ery thing will be on one site.
There will be two tours of fered this year.  

“To tally Se at tle Tour”.  This is a 6 hour tour on which you will ex pe ri ence the sights of the Se at tle area with
a pro fes sional guide who is pas sion ate about the Se at tle area and loves shar ing it!  See the en closed flyer fo r
more de tails.  

“Fu ture of  Flight/ Boe ing Fac tory Tour”.  This i s a 7 hour tour on whic h you will tra vel the 30 miles to
Mukilteo, home of the “Fu ture of Flight Avi a tion Cen ter” and one of Boe ing’s ma jor as sem bly plants.  You will 
join a 1 ½ hour “Boe ing Fac tory Tour” where you wil l see the a s sem bly lines for 747, 767, 777 and t he new
787- Dreamliner.  A nearby han gar is the home of the “Fly ing Her i tage Col lec tion” which fea tures US, Brit ish,
Ger man, Rus sian and Jap a nese air craft from WWII.  An ex pe ri enced tour guide will be on boar d for the round
trip to fur ther en rich the ex pe ri ence.  Please see en closed tour de scrip tion for spe cial rules con cern ing the Boe -
ing Fac tory Tour.  

Both tours will de part from the Belle vue Hilton, Fri day, 29 July at 0900 Sharp!
Please see en closed “Se at tle Area At trac tions” or visit www.visitseattle.com  for de scrip tions of other per  -

sonal sight see ing op por tu ni ties in the Se at tle area.
Our me mo rial this year will be held, on site, im me di ately fol low ing the busi ness meet ing. 
We sug gest and re quest that you sched ule your per sonal, self-di rected sight see ing dur ing the day and plan to

spend  the eve nings meet ing and so cial iz ing with your fel low Charg ers in the hos pi tal ity room..

There will be no Mem ory Book Pho tog ra pher this year.  Please bring your cam era!

Guess that about  cov ers it.  We are re ally look ing for ward to hav ing a great  time of f el low ship and ca ma ra -
de rie in Se at tle.  We hope to see you there! 

War ren  Neill, Pres i dent / Bob Kelly, Vice Pres i dent

http://www.visitseattle.com
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196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion
2011 Re union Sched ule

This year we will be cel e brat ing the 46th an ni ver sary of the for ma tion of our Bri gade.  Let us raise a
glass to all Charg ers, Past & Pres ent.

There will be no Mem ory Book Pho tog ra pher this year.  Please bring your cam era

Fol low ing is a list of events planned for the Se at tle re union –

Thurs day -28 July 
1200-1900   Reg is tra tion Open

All Day       Self Guided At trac tions  -  See www.visitseattle.com or the con cierge for sug ges tions

1200-2400  Hos pi tal ity Room

Fri day - 29 July
0900-1500  To tally Se at tle Tour

0900-1600  Fu ture of Flight/Boe ing Fac tory Tour 

All Day      Self Guided At trac tions  -  See www.visitseattle.com or the con cierge for sug ges tions

1200-1900  Reg is tra tion Open

1200-2400  Hos pi tal ity Room

Sat ur day - 30 July
0900-1030  Mem ber ship Meet ing

1030-1100  Me mo rial Ser vice

1200-1700  Hos pi tal ity Room

1730-1830  Cock tail Hour (Cash Bar)

1830-2100  Ban quet  -  with  Spe cial Guest Speaker.  Dress is Busi ness Ca sual. 

2100-2400  Mu sic & Danc ing - DJ- Rich “Doc” Mosher.   

Sunday - 31 July
0900-1000  Chap lain Ser vice

Prior to Noon   Check Out

http://www.visitseattle.com
http://www.visitseattle.com
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Se at tle Area At trac tions

-Take a cab ride or bus the nine miles to Se at tle where you can see and do some of the area’s must-do ac -
tiv i ties 

-Visit the Space Nee dle and ride 520 feet up to see the awe some view of the city 

-Ex pe ri ence Pike Place Market. Born in 1907, Se at tle’s Pike Place Mar ket is the granddaddy of farm ers’ mar -
kets. To day, it’s a ma jor tour ist at trac tion with 200 busi nesses op er at ing year-round, 190 craftspeople and 120
farmer booths — plus street per form ers and mu si cians. Flow ers by the buck et ful, fly ing fish, fresh past ries and
fruit, hand made cheeses, lo cal honey, wine, an as sort ment of res tau rants, and lots of sur prises are around ev -
ery cor ner. 

-En joy the Olympic Sculpture Park on the shores of Puget Sound 

-Stroll around the Seattle Art Museum 

-Take a quick cab to Pi o neer Square to learn about Se at tle’s his tory through Bill Speidel’s Underground Tour 
-Watch an i mals frolic at the Woodland Park Zoo 

-Stroll along Se at tle’s Wa ter front, see some un usual sights at Ye Old Cu ri os ity Shoppe and have a de li -
cious sea food lunch at one of the many res tau rants 

-Catch a Washington State Ferry for a round trip ride to Bain bridge Is land or Bremerton. En joy spec tac u lar
views of the Olym pic Moun tains and the Se at tle sky line. Take a 35 min ute ferry ride to Bain bridge Is land. Stroll 
along the shops and dine in one of the many eat er ies. Plan your re turn to Se at tle at sun set to see a breath tak -
ing view of the city sky line from the ferry.

-Ride the Ar gosy boat from the Se at tle Wa ter front to Blake Is land to visit Tillicum Village. The Tillicum Vil lage tour 
in cludes a boat cruise, salmon buf fet din ner, and a North west Coast Na tive Amer i can dance per for mance. 

-Hit the slopes and spend a day ski ing at some of the nearby moun tains. The Cas cade Moun tain ski slopes, 
in clud ing Crystal Moun tain, Stevens Pass  and Snoqualmie Pa ss of fer day and night ski ing No vem ber through
mid-April. Snoqualmie Pass is just a 60 min utes drive from Belle vue. 

-Cre ate your own ad ven ture in one of Wash ing ton’s na tional parks. Se at tle lies within a cou ple of hours of
three spec tac u lar na tional parks. Mt. Rainier is just a two hour drive south of Se at tle and fea tures the high est
peak in the North west at an el e va tion of 14,411 feet. Gray Line Sight see ing of fers a guided day tour to the vis i -
tor cen ter lo cated at Par a dise. Olympic National Park , on the Olym pic Pen in sula west of Se at tle, fea tures the
only tem per ate rain for ests in the lower 48 states; the park also fea tures 8,000foot moun tains and wild ocean
beaches. North Cascades National Park, north of Se at tle, boasts a neck lace of tur quoise gla cier-fed lakes with a
back drop of jag ged moun tains and a sce nic high way (Cas cade Loop) which runs from beach to moun tains to
east ern Wash ing ton’s semi-arid pla teaus. 

-Take a sce nic trip to Mt. St. Helens. May 18th marks the an ni ver sary of this vol cano’s fi ery erup tion in 1980. 
To day vis i tor and in ter pre tive cen ters ex plain dra matic geo logic and hu man sto ries and their leg a cies.
Flightseeing tours are also avail able.

http://www.pikeplacemarket.org
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/OSP/default.asp
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/
http://www.undergroundtour.com/
http://www.zoo.org/
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/
http://www.tillicumvillage.com/
http://www.skicrystal.com
http://www.stevenspass.com
http://www.summitatsnoqualmie.com
http://www.nps.gov/mora/
http://www.nps.gov/olym/
http://www.nps.gov/noca/
http://www.fs.fed.us/gpnf/mshnvm/
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THIS CRUSE IS NOT PART OF THE OF FI CIAL 196TH ASSOCIATION RE UNION TO BE HELD IN SE AT TLE, WA. 
SEV ERAL MEM BERS HAVE AR RANGED THIS CRUSE TO TAKE PLACE AF TER THE 196TH ASSOCIATION RE UNION IS 

OVER. PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE 196TH ASSOCIATION REGARDING THIS CRUISE
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THIS CRUSE IS NOT PART OF THE OF FI CIAL 196TH ASSOCIATION RE UNION TO BE HELD IN SE AT TLE, WA. 
SEV ERAL MEM BERS HAVE AR RANGED THIS CRUSE TO TAKE PLACE AF TER THE 196TH ASSOCIATION RE UNION IS 

OVER. PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE 196TH ASSOCIATION REGARDING THIS CRUISE
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Sloat also has r e ceived the forms to a p ply for a Me dal
of Honor, but she is fac ing an up hill strug gle. The hitch is
that she needs to find an of fi cer in com mand at the time of
her son's death who wil l ver ify that he  died he  ro ically. So
far, her ef forts are lead ing to dead ends. 

She ha s tri ed re ach ing out to V iet nam vet er ans w ho
knew he r son a nd how he di ed, but s ome she  can' t find,
and oth ers have died. 

In May, Sloa t re ceived an " out of the  blue" t ele phone
call from Mi chael Mulheim of Kan sas, who knew her son
in Vie t nam and how he  died. Mul heim fol lowed up the
call with a let ter to her, in which he said Don Sloat was a
"young, brave s ol dier who gave hi s life for our  coun try."
He also con firmed that Sloat saved lives with his ac tion. 

On the  night be fore he  died, Sl oat w as s it ting in his
bunk with O s car Truitt , who wa s en joy ing a c i gar tha t
Sloat's fam  ily had se nt. Trui tt, who now  lives  in Hyde
Park, Mass ., sa id he w as n't pres  ent w hen his  buddy died
but learned the next da y of Sloat' s her o ism. He e x pressed
dis may that Sl oat w as ne ver re c og nized for his  ac tions.
"He s hould have  been, " Truit t sa id. "Don w as a  re ally
good guy who was well-liked." 

Truitt was  un cer tain of  the of fi cer who wa s pre s ent
when Sloat was killed, but he thought it might have been a 
Lt. Wood man. "We used to call him Lt. Woody," he said. 

Truitt re mem bered that a M ar shall S ackman was
there."He told us w hat ha d hap pened," he sa id. "He  was
real sha ken up by it." Sa ckman coul d not be found.  His
last known ad dress was in Jack son, Mich. 

As dif fi cult as the task ahead of her m ight be,  Evelyn
Sloat said she i s "bound and de  ter mined to ge t that medal
for Don. He was never rec og nized for what he did." "All I
want to do is cor rect a mis take," she said. "It's not go ing to 
help Don, but he does need to be dec o rated." 

Read more fro m this Tul sa Worl d ar ti cle at
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/ar ti -
cle.aspx?subjectid=11&articleid=20100406_12_A9_Evely
n463339

If you can help with this, please con tact:
Jim Hemphill
918-636-6876
jwhemhill@cbtulsa.com
(Thanks to Tuls a Worl d Ex ec u tive E d i tor Joe  Worle y

for per mis sion to re print this ar ti cle)

Now she knows how GI died.
Son was n't just killed in ac tion in

Viet nam; he was a hero.

By MANNY GAMALLO World Staff Writer 
Pub lished: 4/6/2010  2:20 AM 
Last Mod i fied: 4/6/2010  4:20 AM

COWETA — It has only been in 
the last two years that Evelyn Slo at
learned how  her s on died 40 yea rs
ago in Viet nam.

When the Army in formed her of
the Jan. 17, 1970, de ath of he r son,
Don ald Paul Sloat, all she was told
was that he  had bee n kille d in ac  -
tion. A y ear later,  Sloat  ex changed
let ters with a sol dier who was pres -
ent when her son die d, and s he was

told that he had stepped on a land mine. 
So for ne arly four de  cades, she  lived w ith tha t sim ple

bit of in for ma tion about her son's death, never ques tion ing
it. Al l that  change d two year s ago,  how ever, when a
nephew in Ca l i for nia read an on line ac count of how  Don
Sloat died. Just three weeks shy of his 21s t birth day, Sloat
did n't step on a land mine. His death came about as a re sult 
of brav ery that might have saved oth ers' lives. 

Ac cord ing to re cently re leased mil i tary re cords, Don
Sloat was  on pa trol w hen he t ried t o toss  a live ,
booby-trapped en emy gre nade away from his pla toon. The 
gre nade blew up, ki ll ing him in stantly. Three nearby sol -
diers wer e wounde d by shrap nel, but  the c ar nage c ould
have been far worse if not for Sloat's he roic ac tion. 

Sloat — at tached to Com pany D, 2nd Bat tal ion, 1st In -
fan try Reg i ment, 196th Bri gade of  the A merical Di vi sion
— had been in Viet nam for a few months, but in that short
time he ha d re ceived tw o Bronz e Sta rs for  valor.  But he
was never dec o rated for the act of cour age that claimed his 
life. 

Evelyn Sloat wants to c hange that. She's on a m is sion
to see that her s on is prop erly rec og nized, pos si bly with a
Medal of Honor. 

Sloat said she ha s learned that he r son's pla toon leader
was go ing to rec om mend him for the Medal of Honor. She 
be lieves that through the chaos of Viet nam, her son's brav -
ery was sim ply over looked. She's not bit ter — just fiercely 
de ter mined to see her son rec og nized. 
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LOOK ING BACK ON THE 2009 REUNION

The 196 th Busi ness meet ing was well at -
tended. The cur rent of  fi cers were voted
in unan i mously..

The hos pi tal ity room was full most of
the time.

Ac tive duty 196th m em -
bers were in at ten dance
and had a good time.

Terence Knox, the st ar of  "Tour o f Duty" as Ser -
geant Zeke An der son, wa s our g uest spea ker. His
words were from the heart and well ap pre ci ated. Danc ing the night away!
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By: Jim Gales (galesgemoll@aol.com)
I just fin ished read ing the 196th mag a zine and thought I would drop you a few lines about some thing that flashed back 

to me.
I was an 81 m m mor tar gun ner with B. Co. 2/1, 196th ba ck in 71-72.  I was mostly out on re  mote fire bases and had

been on one for more than a month. Ev ery once in a while our pla toon was al lowed to send some one to the rear to pick up 
sup plies and make a PX run. The last stop was to get the pla toon mail and be on the last chop per out to the fire base.

It was about March 5-7th when I got a turn to go to the rear. Af ter liv ing in mud, dust, and dirt for so long my fa tigues
could stand up in a cor ner all by them selves.

I went to the rear, grabbed a shower, made a trip to the PX, and as I was walk ing back to my com pany area, I cut be -
tween two build ings for a short cut. While pass ing by a win dow, I heard a bas ket ball game com ing from a ra dio in side. I
stopped, and to my sur prise, it was the Boston Celtics against my home town Mil wau kee Bucks.

I put down a cou ple of cases of Coke that I was car ry ing and took a seat. It was al ready the sec ond half and the game
was close. I c losed my eyes and pic  tured my self back home and l is tened to the r est of the ga me. The Bucks won and
Kareem had a field day with over 40 points. For the hour or two that the game was on, I men tally es caped the war and re -
charged my in ter nal bat ter ies. A guy heard me out side and of fered me a seat in side, but I was just as happy to sit un der the 
win dow and lis ten to the world back home. Thanks to that nice guy for leaving the game on for me.

Af ter I picked up the m ail and made the last chop per out to the fire base, I was greeted by my squad t o help carry all
the sup plies. I gu ess I must hav e been smil ing from ear to ear , as my sq uad mates asked  me if I was at the st eam and
cream (that's a whole sep a rate story). I sim ply said I was back home for a cou ple of hours, and for the next few days I was 
one happy camper. They still thought the smile was from the steam and cream.

Is n't it amaz ing how that short cut be tween two build ings lifted my spir its. Also thanks to Armed Forces ra dio, whom I 
think car ried the game.

I called my lo cal pa per, The Mil wau kee Jour nal Sen ti nel, this morn ing to see if they could help me with the time frame 
for the game. When the PR  guy from  the B ucks heard my story, he sa id he'd look it up a nd call me back. Ten m in utes
later he called and had the date, and re minded me that the Bucks won the ti tle that sea son.

BACK HOME FOR A FEW HOURS

HONOR ROLL

We a re w ork ing to cor  rect the 196t h Honor Rol l and
need some ad di tional in for ma tion be fore post ing the cor -
rec tions to the website.

We've found a ll the  un known ex cept Mi chael
Woodard, a PFC from Nash ville, TN, who was in the 3/21. 
Mike was KIA on 3/20/ 71. If a ny one re mem bers him, we
would li ke to know  his Com  pany and if hi s bat  tal ion is
cor rect.

We will re move names that were not in the  196th, and
cor rect or add any new names we can come up with. If you 
know of a ny one we have m issed on the  web H onor Roll ,
please let us know.

We may add a thread to the web FO RUM for peo ple to
en ter cor rec tions to the Honor Roll.

Re mem ber, the cor rec tions have not yet been posted 
to the website, and prob a bly won't be un til af ter the

New Year.

Ar ti cle from the
"Charger"
14 Jan 1972

DaNang Viet nam



CHOICE OF QUAL ITY

Jostens of fers you 4 dis tinct metal al loy cat e go ries: 10K, 14K, or 18K Yel low or White Gold, Lustrium, and Questra.

18K Gold is the ul ti mate pres tige metal, en joy its bril liance for a life time.

14K Gold is rich and el e gant with a du ra bil ity you'll ap pre ci ate.

10K Gold - our most pop u lar qual ity and an ex cel lent choice to com mem o rate your spe cial years.

Lustrium is an af ford able al ter na tive if you want the bright qual i ties of white gold.

Questra gives your ring a price less golden look and a bril liant sur face that is so du ra ble it car ries Jostens ex clu sive life -

time war ranty.

Which ever al loy you choose, each has out stand ing du ra bil ity and wearability char ac ter is tics - backed by Jostens rep u -

ta tion for qual ity.

JOSTENS FULL WAR RANTY

For The Life time Of The Ring

Ev ery Jostens Mil i tary Ring is de signed and crafted to ex act ing qual ity stan dards.

Jostens war rants the r ing to be fr ee from de fects of m a te rial and wor k man ship for t he life of the ri ng. Any ring not

meet ing these stan dards will be re placed if nec es sary, with an iden ti cal ring with out charge.

In ad di tion, Jostens Full War ranty pro vides these spe cial ben e fits for the life of the ring with out charge:

Resizing will be per formed with out charge.

De fec tive or bro ken sim u lated stones will be re placed with out charge.

THE 196th RING
The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion has worked with Jostens to cre ate a Pres tige Ring for Vet erans of

the 196th. This ring will only be avail able thru the 196th As so ci a tion

Name______________________________________________________

Street______________________________________________________

City____________________________ State______ Zip_____________

Tel. Number________________________________________________

Send Orders To:

196th Light Infantry Brigade Association
c/o Ken Wright
8280 Hwy 66 E.
Rome, IN 47574

196th ORDER FORM
White Lustrum....................$150.00
Questra.............................$190.00

10 Karat YellowGold.........$384.00
14 Karat Yellow Gold........$527.00
18 Karat Yellow Gold........$699.00

10 Karat White Gold..........$392.00
14 Karat White Gold..........$535.00
18 Karat White Gold..........$706.00

Engraving (inside ring)

(3) Initials

Full Name (or other)
21 LETTERS & SPACES

(FREE)

add $15.00

Stones Smooth           Facet

Garnet (Jan)
Amethyst (Feb)
Aquamarine (Mar)

Infantry MP Crossed Pistols Artillery Crossed Bayonets

White Spinel (Apr)
Shamrock (May)
Alexandrite (Jun)

Ruby (Jul)
Peridot (Aug)
Fire Blue (Sept)

Rose Zircon (Oct)
Topaz (Nov)
Blue Zircon (Dec)

Black Onyx
Mother of Pearl

Encrusting on Stones (available on smooth stones only)..................................................................................add $15.00

Finger Size
Your correct ring size may be 
obtained at a jewelry store.

Sub Total

7% State Sales Tax

Shipping (per ring)

Total

ALL BIRTHSTONES ARE SIMULATED
 Sales Tax Must Be Added

Order Must Have Finger Size 5.95
Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.
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196th Mer chan dise
Prices shown in clude post age & han dling.

De scrip tion                               Price    Quan tity              Amt Due

All weather 196th Flag               $68.00____  x  $68.00 =  _____
Du ra ble/Dou ble-sided

“The Sec ond Year”
Year book (8/66-7/67)                $25.00____  x  $25.00 =  _____

3 Flag Desk Set                         $14.00____   x  $14.00 =  _____
(US, 196th, POW/MIA)

196th LIB Chal lenge Coin            $7.50____   x   $7.50 =   _____

196th patches                                $4.00____   x   $4.00 =   _____
Full Color

196th Bri gade Crests                    $5.00 ____   x   $5.00 =   _____
“Ahead of the Rest” 

196th LIB Out side                        $2.00____    x   $2.00 =   _____
Win dow/Bumper Sticker

La pel Pins                                    $3.00____   x   $3.00 =   _____

Lim ited Edi tion T-Shirt (see ar ti cle to right)
(While sup plies last - we will up date the website when these are sold out)

2XL____, XL____, L____                               x  $15.00 = _____

196th LIB T-shirts                       $15.00

3XL____, 2XL____, XL____, L____, M____,x  $15.00 = _____

                                                            Or der To tal  =  _________

Make check pay able to :  196th LIB Assn
Mail to:
 
196th LIB Assn, 
Ken Wright, Trea surer, 
8280 Hwy 66E, 
Rome, IN  47574

(Suggestion: Make a copy of this page)

Mark Rob in son of D elta “Black
Death” 3/21 has do nated some unique
T-Shirts that were  m ade f or him  by his
daugh ter.  In Mark’s words, “My daugh -
ter’s name is Nancy Gib son.  She grad u -
ated f rom Mich i gan Sta te with a
Bach e lor of Arts de gree.  She is em  -
ployed as a fire fighter at the air port in
Kalamazoo, Mich i gan.  She is also a vol -
un teer firef ighter f or the C ity of
Hastings, Mich i gan where she is a res i -
dent.  She was a l ways in ter ested in art
and my Viet nam ex pe ri ence. Af ter a few 
years of her per sis tence I told her m y
story.  I as ked her if she would do her
Dad a fa vor and pro duce a unique
T-Shirt with the 196th Em blem.  She did
many vari a tions un til she de cided on this 
one at which ti me I bought her a 6 color
screen press.  She used it to pro duce the
shirts that we are do nat ing to the As so ci -
a tion.”

There is a lim ited sup ply so it w ill be
first come first served un til they run out.  
I’m sure if there is e nough de mand w e
might get Nancy to fire up that pr ess and 
pro duce a few more that we wil l pay her
for next time.

The shirts are $15 apiece and can be
or dered on the sup ply sheet i n cluded in
this news let ter.  The re is a lim it of o ne
per or der.
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Banned in the Bronx: The Yan kee Hater Mem oirs 1953-2005

Au thor: Gene Hutmaker

Base ball fans will re live the past 50 years of Amer ica's great est pas time through the eyes of
the Yan kee Hater. This b ook chron i cles the y ear-by-year ac count of each  base ball sea son with
lit tle or no men tion of the suc cess of the New York Yan kees, but rather a high light of their fail -
ures. This is t he Yan kee Hater's nar  ra tion of 5 0+ years of b ase ball, life an d everything in be -
tween.  

AU THOR BIO: For over fifty years Gene Hutmaker has ob served base ball from ev ery pos -
si ble van tage point - a player, coach, um pire, and most im por tantly, a life long fan. His abil ity to 
re call ob scure facts and st ats has earn ed him the mon i ker 'The B ase ball Rainman'. He re cently
re tired from the U.S. Postal Ser vice af ter 40 years and is a 196th Viet Nam Army Vet eran. He is 
mar ried to Jo se phine (37 yea rs and count ing) and ha s two sons ( both Yan kee fans), co-au thor
Mi chael, a Uni ver sity Dean, and Chris to pher, a for mer All-State base ball player and Wall Street 
Ex ec u tive.

Dues Re newal Form
(other side)

Please include your old address also  if you have moved.



 
Name: _____________________________________________Telephone:_____________________________

Street:____________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________State:_________________Zip:_____________________

Dates served in the 196th:     From: __________________________ To: ___________________________

Unit:  Bat/Reg _________________________ Com pany or Bat tery _______________ Pla toon____________

Ser vice #: _________________________  Date of Birth: _______________ E-mail:_____________________

        ___I can not join at this time, but please add my name to the mail ing list.               ___Ad dress Change

      ___Mem ber ship Re newal            ___New Mem ber               ___Life Mem ber      $_________  Do na tion

Dues are $20.00 for the year.                                                                Life time Mem ber ship: $196.00
I would like (num ber):

_______ Ad di tional Bumper Stickers @ $2.00 ea.                          _______ Ad di tional De cals @ $2.00 ea.

Not in cluded with mem ber ship pack age:

_______ La pel Pin @ $3.00 ea.     T-Shirt @ $15 each, (num ber of each size or dered) ____XXL, ____XL,  ____L,  ____M         
      

Fill out and re turn form with your re mit tance to:

196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion
Ken Wright, Trea surer
8280 Hwy 66 E
Rome, IN 47574 

MEM BER SHIP
Ev ery year, un for tu nately, we lose

some of t he m em bers on whos e sup port
we hav e coun ted. W e have al ways been
able to in crease the mem ber ship slightly in 
spite of t hat t hrough en roll ment of  new
mem bers. But, while get ting new mem bers 
is ex tremely im por tant to us, it is far  more
im por tant th at we r e tain yo ur in ter est an d
good will. So please take a min ute now to
check your m ail ing l a bel. If your due s
have ex pired or you ha ve never paid dues,
fill out the re newal slip and send it back to
us with your check. We re ally need you! 

You re ceive with your mem ber ship: 
A mem ber ship card, one bumper
sticker, and one win dow de cal.

CHECK YOUR
 MAILING LA BEL

FOR YOUR
 DUES  EX PI RA TION DATE

LO CA TOR SER VICE

The 196th L IB As so ci a tion will search its da  ta base, on re quest, to at  tempt to lo cate bud dies you may wa nt to find.
Sim ply send a w rit ten or e -mail re quest to War  ren Neill, President, stat ing the na me if you know it . We c an also do a
search by unit a nd year. St ate the C om pany, Bat tal ion, and yea r(s) to se arch. We w ill send you a print -out of up to  ten
names re turned by the  search. I f the s earch re  turns more than ten na mes, we w ill just send you the nam es with out ad -
dresses. Look over the list to see if you want to get in touch with any one, and we will send you those ad dresses.

The pur pose of not se nd ing long lis ts of na mes and ad dresses is to pr o tect the mail ing list from pos si ble com mer cial
ex ploi ta tion. We have s pent a lot of ti me and e f fort build ing our m em ber da ta base and do not w ant it  used i n dis crim i -
nately.

We cur rently have over 4,000 names on our mail ing list so maybe we can help you find that long lost buddy.
Lo cat ing on the Web

You can also leave a m es sage on the 196th W ebsite Guestbook at:  www.196th.org to se arch for fr iends or in for ma -
tion. Make sure you leave con tact in for ma tion such as an e-mail ad dress, home ad dress, or phone num ber. When leav ing
an e-mail ad dress, use “at” in stead of the @ sign to pre vent spammers from get ting your e-mail ad dress. 

The Web Fo rum
If we do not have  the pe r son you are look ing for in our  da ta base, the ne w website FO RUM is an other way to lo cate

peo ple. Put the name of the per son you are look ing for as the ti tle of the new THREAD you cre ate on the FO  RUM. Re -
mem ber, you must sign up for the fo rum, but it is easy and the in for ma tion will not be used in any other way.



President: War ren Neill
PO Box 434

Cicero, IN 46034

(317) 984-3853

E-mail: Pres i dent196@196th.org

Vice-President: Bob Kelly
4706 Ryan Ct.

Read ing, PA 19606

(610) 779-6399

E-mail: VicePres196@196th.org

Sec re tary: Eddie Bahn
N1199 Old US 8

Nor way, MI 49870

(906) 563-8788

Email: Sec re tary196@196th.org

Trea surer: Ken Wright
8280 Hwy 66 E

Rome, IN 47574

(812) 836-2036

E-mail: Trea surer196@196th.org

Ed i tor: Ken McKenzie
PO Box 84

Eaton, NH 03832

(603) 447-8902

E-mail ad dress: Ed i tor196@196th.org

NEWS LETTER

HONORARY OFFICERS

Honorary President & Life Member: COL (Ret) Francis Conaty
Honorary Life Member: MOH COL (Ret) Charles Murray, Jr.

196th Light Infantry Brigade Association

OFFICERS

MEM BER SHIP AP PLI CA TION

Please make sure you fill in the ap pli ca tion com pletely. There are sev eral sim i lar names on our mail ing list, so we need 
the old ad dress as well as the new ad dress if you move.

There is a  spot on the  ap pli ca tion where you m ay des ig nate an ad di tional do na tion to the  As so ci a tion if you would
like. Sev eral of our mem bers have asked to use this do na tion to pay some one’s dues who may not be able to af ford it. We
have achieved tax-ex empt sta tus and con tri bu tions are now tax de duct ible on your in come tax.

Our tax ex empt sta tus also al lows us to take ad van tage of lower postal rates.

Rev. Ed Griffin 
294 Rain bow Dr. #12497

Livingston, TX 77399-2024

Of fice phone: 317-850-4339

E-mail is: Chap lain196@196th.org

              CHAPLAIN

196th AS SO CI A TION
TAX EX EMPT STATUS

The 196th Light In fan try Bri gade As so ci a tion has re ceived tax ex empt sta tus. This means that con tri bu tions
are tax de duct ible on your in come tax.

We are also able to re duce mail ing costs as a tax ex empt or ga ni za tion.
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